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P ON TIA C P LAN N ING  COMMIS SION 
S P ECIA L  MEETING 

J a n u a r y  2 5 ,  2 0 2 3  6 : 0 0 P M  
CITY HALL – 2ND FLOOR – COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

47450 WOODWARD AVENUE – PONTIAC, MICHIGAN 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

2. ROLL CALL: 

3. COMMISSION AND STAFF INTRODUCTIONS: 

4. OFFICIAL  COMMUNICATIONS: 

A. City Council Resolution 23-33, Consideration of Woodward Gateway Overlay 

District 

5. AMENDMENTS TO & APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA:  

6. MEETING MINUTES FOR REVIEW:  December 7, 2022 Meeting Minutes 

7. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 

8. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

A. Public Hearing: Adult Use Marihuana Zoning Ordinance  

9. OLD BUSINESS 

10. NEW BUSINESS 

11. PUBLIC COMMENT 

12. STAFF COMMUNICATIONS 

13. ADJOURNMENT – Next Meeting: February 1, 2023, 6:00pm 

 

PUBLIC HEARING FORMAT 
I. Opening of Case 
II. Staff Presentation 
III. Commission Questions for Staff 
IV. Applicant’s Presentation (Not Applicable 

Tonight) 
V. Commission Questions for Applicant (Not 

Applicable Tonight) 

VI. Citizen Questions, Concerns, and 
Comments (Time Limit Set By Chair) 

VII. Final Questions from Commission 
VIII. Closing of Hearing 
IX. Commission Deliberations 
X. Decision (Approve, Approve with 

Conditions, Table, Deny) 
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CITY OF PONTIAC - PLANNING COMMISSION

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2022

6:00 P.M.

A meeting before the Planning 

Commission held at 47450 Woodward Avenue, Council 

Chambers, Pontiac, Michigan.  

    BOARD COMMISSIONERS:

Mona Parlove, Acting Chair

Christopher Northcross, Commissioner

Tim Shepard, Commissioner

Mike McGuinness, Commissioner

Vernita Duvall, Commissioner 

CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT: 

Mark Yandrick, Planning Manager

Joe Colaianne, City Attorney 

TRANSCRIPT PROVIDED BY: 

Quentina R. Snowden, (CSR-5519) 

Certified Shorthand Reporter & Notary Public 
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MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ADDRESSING THE PLANNING 

COMMISSION:

Jim Pappas

Todd Burk

Shannon Smith 
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(CALL TO ORDER:  Acting Chair Parlove 

called the meeting to order at 6:07 p.m.) 

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Good 

evening, everyone.  Thank you for joining us 

tonight, the Pontiac Planning Commission meeting for 

December 7th of 2022.  We are going to call the 

meeting to order.  We will start with our roll call.  

MR. YANDRICK:  Parlove?  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Present.  

MR. YANDRICK:  Shepard?  

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  Present.  

MR. YANDRICK:  Northcross?  

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  Present.  

MR. YANDRICK:  Duvall?  

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  Present.  

MR. YANDRICK:  McGuinness?  

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  Present.  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Thank you 

very much.  

And I would like to introduce the 

people who are here with me tonight.  To my far 

left, I have Vernita Duvall.  To her right is Mike 

McGuinness.  To Mike's right is Tim Shepard.  To my 

right is Christopher Northcross.  I am Mona Parlove, 

Vice Chair.  And to our far right, we have Joe -- 
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Colaianne.  

MR. COLAIANNE:  Yes, Joe Colaianne.  

Yes.  I'm with the law firm of Clark Hill, and I've 

been asked to assist with the matters involving the 

Planning Commission and the planner, so -- 

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Very 

good.  Thank you.  

And our new planning manager is Mr. 

Mark Yandrick.  Thank you for joining us.  We're 

excited to have you here.  

MR. YANDRICK:  Honored to be here to 

serve you guys. 

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Thank 

you.  

So, first thing is our amendments and 

approval of the agenda.  Do we have any amendments 

to our agenda?

No amendments.  So, I make a motion to 

approve our agenda for this evening.  

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  Second.  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Sounds 

good.  Vote?  

MR. YANDRICK:  Parlove?  

COMMISSIONER PARLOVE:  Yes to approve.  

MR. YANDRICK:  Shepard?  
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COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  Yes to approve.  

MR. YANDRICK:  Northcross?  

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  Yes to 

approve.  

MR. YANDRICK:  Duvall?  

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  Yes to approve.  

MR. YANDRICK:  McGuinness?  

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  Yes to 

approve.  

AYES:  Parlove, Shepard, Northcross,

 Duvall, McGuinness.  

NAYS: (None.)  

ABSTAIN: (None.)

MOTION CARRIES 5-0-0 

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Thank 

you.  

Next, we have our meeting minutes from 

our last meeting, which was October 10th of 2022.  

Does anyone have any additions or corrections they 

would like to mention?  Ms. Duvall?  

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  No.  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Mr. 

McGuinness?  

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  None.  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Mr. 
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Shepard?  

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  No.  No, 

thanks.  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Mr. 

Northcross?  

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  None. 

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Nor do I.  

So, I make a motion to approve the minutes as-is.  

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  Second.  

MR. YANDRICK:  Parlove?

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Approved.

MR. YANDRICK:  Shepard?

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  Yes to approve.

MR. YANDRICK:  Northcross?

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  Yes to 

approve.  

MR. YANDRICK:  Duvall?  

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  Yes to approve.  

MR. YANDRICK:  McGuinness?

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  Yes to 

approve.  

 AYES:  Parlove, Shepard, Northcross,

   Duvall, McGuinness.  

NAYS: (None.)  

ABSTAIN: (None.)
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MOTION CARRIES 5-0-0 

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Okay.  

Next, we have special presentations.  Is there 

anything on our agenda for this evening?  

MR. YANDRICK:  We have no formal 

special presentations this evening.  Everything is 

being introduced in an informational session.

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Okay.  

Very good.  

So then, we go to our public hearing.  

Is there anything that we need to open the floor to 

on this?  

MR. YANDRICK:  There are no public 

hearings this evening. 

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  All 

right.  Here we go.  Open.  Closed.  

Now, we are going to go to old 

business.  Do we have anything on our agenda that we 

need to go over one more time?  

MR. YANDRICK:  We have no old business 

this evening.  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  All 

right.  Very good.  

Well, then let's talk about some new 

business.  Let's talk about our 2023 Planning 
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Commission calendar.  It is -- I'll put it up here 

in front of us.  As per always, it's the first 

Monday of the month.  The first Monday in July is 

the 5th of July.  So, I would anticipate maybe that 

would be the only date that maybe someone may take 

exception to.  

Does anyone have any input that they 

would like to give on the agenda?  Vernita?  

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  I'm fine with it 

for now. 

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Okay.  

Mr. McGuinness?  

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  I'm fine 

with it, and I'll note that the February meeting is 

my birthday.  So this year, I ran the City Council 

meeting on my birthday, and next year, I'll happily 

help plan.  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Thank 

you.  And Mr. Shepard?  

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  No.  No issue.  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  How about 

for you, Christopher?  

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  No problems 

at this time. 

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Very 
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good.  And I'm fine with the July meeting being on 

the 5th.  So, I would recommend a motion from 

someone, please.  

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  I make a 

motion that we approve the regular meeting schedule 

for 2023 for the Planning Commission.  

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  Second.  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Very 

good.  

MR. YANDRICK:  Parlove?  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Yes to 

approve.  

MR. YANDRICK:  Shepard?  

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  Yes to approve.  

MR. YANDRICK:  Northcross?  

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  Yes to 

approve.  

MR. YANDRICK:  Duvall?  

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  Yes to approve.  

MR. YANDRICK:  McGuinness?  

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  Yes to 

approve.  

 AYES:  Parlove, Shepard, Northcross,

   Duvall, McGuinness.  

NAYS: (None.)  
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ABSTAIN: (None.)

MOTION CARRIES 5-0-0 

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Very 

good.  That is done.  

Now, we get to go to our information 

session regarding the Lighthouse campus master plan 

at the address of 46156 Woodward.  

MR. YANDRICK:  So, I'm going to give a 

brief presentation for the applicant, almost set the 

table for them to be able to present to you this 

evening.  And being that this is my first Planning 

Commission meeting in Pontiac, I just want to make 

sure I understand what the expectation is for the 

applicants and also for the Planning Commission.  

No formal application has been 

submitted yet, however, we've had a pre-application 

meeting with some of the other review agencies at 

the City with the applicants, and they're looking 

for -- to expand their Lighthouse campus just down 

the street at Cottage and Woodward.  

So, this is just an overall little 

Google view of the listing site looking at the 

southern end of the loop and where it's located in 

close proximity to downtown.  And this is just 

showing the current site with the parcels.  And if 
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you noticed to the east of Hovey Lane, which is in 

the center of the drawing, there are a bunch of 

individual parcels that either currently or were, in 

the past, single family residential homes.  

The applicant has provided the zoning 

map of the current zoning, and to the left along 

Woodward, it's C-0, and to the right, it is R-1.  

And if you notice, this proposal does not include 

the two parcels at Park Place and Center Street, but 

does include the rest of the campus there.  

So, this is going to be the crux of 

the discussion this evening.  This is what's been 

presented to staff and the Planning Commission. 

And I'll let the applicant go through 

this review a little further, but, they're looking 

to keep two of the existing buildings, which are in 

the lighter tan, and they're looking to add the 

three buildings that are in kind of that gold -- 

gold, honey, I don't know what the proper color is.  

They're listed on here.  

They'd also be adding parking, and 

their request at the moment is to vacate the 

right-of-way for Hovey Street and make it a private 

alley.  So, that's kind of a big discussion point, 

and I'll let the applicants describe that to the 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

QRS Court Reporting, LLC
800.308.0068

12

Planning Commission.  

So -- and just for some reference, I 

did bring some viewpoints just so you're familiar 

with the site.  This is from Woodward Avenue, and 

the Lighthouse that's there, and the architecture 

that is there.  And this is the view from Cottage 

Street.  Now, that brick building is intended to 

stay, but the buildings around it are intended to be 

demolished and rebuilt for the purposes that they 

are proposing.  

So, in the upcoming process, the 

applicant is intending to go forward with the 

rezoning at the January meeting, and then go forward 

with the site plan at a later date, potentially 

February 1st.  And also as part of this, there'd be 

either a re-plat or a lot combination.  

So, I think the value tonight is I 

definitely want to facilitate discussion between 

Planning Commission and the applicant just to make 

sure they get the proper feedback for the site plan, 

get any questions answered just so they can take it 

back with their design team to make sure that they 

incorporate that for their submission for next 

month's meeting.

So, if you guys have any questions, 
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I'll be happy to entertain.  But otherwise, I will 

give it to the applicant, so -- 

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  And if 

you'd like to approach the podium, please.  State 

your name and address for the record.  

MR. PAPPAS:  Thank you.  My name is 

Jim Pappas.  

MR. YANDRICK:  You'll want to turn the 

button on the right. 

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  The one 

with the little -- 

MR. YANDRICK:  Yeah, there you go.  

You're live.

MR. PAPPAS:  My name is Jim Pappas.  

I'm with Fusco, Shaffer and Pappas, architect, and 

the address is 550 East 9 Mile, Ferndale.  If 

acceptable to the Chair, I do have some reduced 

copies that I can pass out.  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Thank you 

for that.  

MR. YANDRICK:  I still do not have 

access to a colored printer. 

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  You 

didn't bring it with you from Ohio?  

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  He's really 
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laughing. 

MR. PAPPAS:  As Mark mentioned, we did 

meet with staff and talk about this project a little 

bit, hopefully getting some input from the 

engineering department, fire department, et cetera 

on the project.  

A little bit about Lighthouse.  We've 

been working with them, and we previously were 

looking at other sites around the City of Pontiac, 

and actually Oakland County, to develop some 

additional housing opportunities as well as a 

supermarket -- as well as a social supermarket and 

an economic opportunity center.  

The existing building is the existing 

Lighthouse buildings in this location. 

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Okay. 

MR. PAPPAS:  The existing three-story 

housing is in this location on Cottage Street.  

There's a small one-story building that's attached 

to that that serves as some offices, and there some 

houses that -- four houses, two of them are 

duplexes, in this area.  

As part of this design, Lighthouse, 

after we looked at other parcels, came to the 

decision that why are we looking at all of these 
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other parcels when we have this site here?  Why not 

make this a campus, put all of these service in one 

location to serve the entire community?  We're 

already doing it in this location, and we've got the 

room to do it here.  

With that direction, we looked at the 

site, and what we're doing in the existing building, 

the second floor will remain Lighthouse offices.  

There are -- is a tenant on the first floor takes up 

about half the first floor currently.  

And the other half of the first floor, 

what we're proposing is a new opportunity center for 

services, so that people can come in, access the 

computer, access food, access -- any types of 

services that Lighthouse provides will be accessed 

at this location.  

The other goal in this particular area 

is a social supermarket, which would be -- provide 

similar to a food pantry, but as opposed to coming 

in and getting a box of food, a social supermarket 

is just like any other supermarket you would walk 

into, where people from the community can come in, 

select what they'd like, and get food, get 

nourishment, vegetables.  So, it's really a 

different type of philosophy in a food pantry.  
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We have some access for some trucks.  

We're still working on the truck access at that 

point, simply because we're working on a survey 

right now for proper grading.  

The next phase, or the continuation, 

was the three-story -- the existing housing is three 

stories, and we're proposing a new three-story 

housing opportunity center.  

The target is that this would be 

non-congregate so that the residents that live here, 

it would be individual units with a bathroom.  That 

is -- that is the direction that we're proceeding 

with this building.  We are connecting it via a 

first floor connecting corner to the other building, 

and the reason for that is this building will be 

incorporating commercial kitchen and dining 

facilities for these two buildings.  

We're also requesting vacation of 

Hovey.  Hovey actually dead-ends right here at 

Cottage and does not continue through.  And the 

reason for that, we wanted to really get a 

pedestrian-friendly layout so that if it's not 

traffic running through it and it's just for a 

parking lot, we can -- that way, we can encourage 

pedestrian access all the way around the building.  
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This is, really, our initial concept.  

The social supermarket is approximately 8,500 square 

feet.  The dining facility is about 5,300 square 

feet, and then the three-story residential 

component -- excuse me -- is about 26,000 square 

feet.  

Very conceptual at this point.  We're 

here for informational purposes to get some input 

from the Planning Commission.  It's our intent that, 

this week, we are submitting for the rezoning 

propose.  As we've had discussions with Mark and the 

Planning staff to build the social supermarket, the 

current site is zoned C-0 -- or C-O, and we need a 

C-1 to conform in use.  

On the existing site, this is 

currently zoned R-1 residential.  However, there's 

already the existing three-story multi-family 

building on the site currently.  So, we're proposing 

to go from R-1 to R -- make sure I get it right -- 

C-0.  

So, open to initial concepts, open to 

suggestions, recommendations, or any questions you 

might have about the development.  

MR. YANDRICK:  And if I could 

interject for just a few things.  I did want to 
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introduce Todd Burk from Lighthouse, and we thank 

him for coming this evening as well and, really, 

being the one behind this proposal.  You know, how 

long have you been with Lighthouse?  

MR. BURK:  Just one year last week. 

MR. YANDRICK:  In our initial review, 

I think the biggest thing that we discussed with 

them -- this is more site plan related -- just had 

to do with fire access.  So, there may need to be 

some changes to the layout of the building.

The applicants have shared just the 

elevation slope requires that long driveway for 

truck access for the loading dock.  

So, that's why that is so long, but 

they're going to be working through that within the 

site plan itself.  But looking at the southern 

portion of the western parcel right now, you know, 

there's going to need to be some massaging to do to 

be able to get the fire trucks around the site.  

So, the applicant is aware of that, 

they're, hopefully, going to be addressing and 

redesigning to be able to accommodate that.  

I will say that the two that are still 

reviewing, we haven't gotten comments back from our 

engineers.  And also, we're working with a planning 
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consultant that's given some initial feedback, but 

wants a little more time to review.  

The one thing that they asked me to 

share was the main parking lot on the southeast has 

a driveway access to Park Place, which is one way, 

and they wanted to ask if there was a possibility 

that maybe that went out to Hovey to give more 

flexibility to the patrons who are using that 

parking lot to be able to go maybe in the direction 

they're looking to go, just because it -- you have 

that median strip on Park Place, so -- 

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Okay. 

MR. YANDRICK:  So, that's all the 

comments I have, and I appreciate the applicant 

sharing that.  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  

Absolutely.  Thank you for the information thus far.  

I would like to actually start with my 

fellow Commissioners, if you want to bring your 

questions forth.  Vernita, if you'd like to go 

first.  

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  I actually have 

several.  My first question is about the access.  I 

know that it's kind of a little difficult kind of 

maneuvering around the Lighthouse as it is now.  Is 
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that going to open up to more access to drivers   

and -- 

MR. PAPPAS:  You're referencing the 

existing Lighthouse parking lot?  

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  Yeah. 

MR. PAPPAS:  We are shifting the 

access drive to the west in this design, and then 

per our discussions with the fire department, we 

will look at all of the circulation through there.  

They wanted to be sure that their fire trucks could 

get through all the -- I'm not sure it does now, but 

I believe so.  

We weren't involved in the original 

project, but, once we submit a site plan, it will 

meet all the fire department circulation 

requirements.  

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  And I should 

have probably started out by saying thank you, 

because to have all of these resources in one place, 

it just reminds me of a service mall.  And I think 

that the patrons are really going to appreciate 

that, versus having to linger and go -- you know, 

because it's already a problem with transportation, 

right, with some of these patrons, and so I can 

certainly appreciate that.  The Lighthouse been a 
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staple in our community for years, as long as I can 

remember.  So, I'm certainly very appreciative of 

the fact that you're keeping all of these services 

together.  

And the one thing I have written here 

next to social food market is -- just one of my 

notes -- dignity.  I think that when people are 

getting boxes and, you know -- it's, like, surprise, 

it's, like -- yeah.  So, thank you.  

MR. PAPPAS:  We need to take these 

individuals.  

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  Yeah.  So, will 

the food actually be on shelves that they select,   

or -- 

MS. SMITH:  It will be similar to a 

client choice food pantry, and there's one in Oak 

Park, it's called Yad Ezra, if you want to look it 

up just so that you get a similar sort of --

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  It's called what 

again?  

MS. SMITH:  Yad Ezra.

MR. YANDRICK:  Y-A-D, next word, 

E-Z-R-A on 11 Mile Road in Berkley.  

MS. SMITH:  It's very similar to their 

model.  
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COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  Okay.  Great.  

Yeah, I definitely will look that up.  

Will it be local produce; do you know 

yet?  

MS. SMITH:  I think that it will be a 

mix.  It will be a good mix of both the produce and 

then outsource some of it as well.  

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  For the 

commercial kitchen, I wanted to know if there -- if 

it's going to be, like, an incubator where people -- 

entrepreneurs can come in and use it as -- maybe 

questions for the next meeting, but I'm just so 

curious right now.  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  If you 

could state your name and address for the record, 

please?  

MS. SMITH:  Sure.  Shannon Smith, I'm 

the director of housing and community development 

for Lighthouse.

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Thank 

you.

MS. SMITH:  So, my hope is -- my goal 

is for us to have an incubator so that we can do 

some entrepreneurial work -- 

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Can you 
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go up to the microphone so we can hear what you're 

saying?  Thank you.

MS. SMITH:  Oh, sorry.  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  It's 

streaming through homes, so -- 

MS. SMITH:  Okay.  Sorry.  

So, my hope and my goal is for us to 

be able to do some entrepreneurial work and have it 

as an incubator.  There is another space that will 

also have -- where we'll have a little bit of a 

coffee shop to be able to do some entrepreneurial 

stuff as well.  

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  And I want to 

connect you to Lori Crose from Oakland University.  

She's interested in the same goal, so -- 

MS. SMITH:  Okay.  Perfect.  

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  Definitely.  

The dining facility, is that going to 

be, like, just for consumers; or will it be leased 

out as a banquet hall?  I know a lot of people are 

always -- I'm sorry, I thought I turned this down.  

Okay.

MS. SMITH:  Yeah, our goal is to be 

able to use it in the community as well, and to have 

a space in the community for people to be able to 
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come and rent the space, or utilize the space as 

well.  

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  Okay.  Thank 

you.  And those are all of the questions I have.  

I'm sorry, Todd, and -- 

(Multiple speakers.)

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  You're going to 

get enough about the perimeter from these guys.  

Thank you.

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Mr. 

McGuinness?  

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  Well, I just 

want to celebrate this concept and the commitment 

that you are making to Pontiac.  That reflects the 

commitment that you -- your organization has 

continued to have with our community.  I want to 

celebrate that innovative approach of reimagining 

your existing campus, and making it more of a 

cohesive campus.  I think there is great value for 

our community overall, but also for your -- your 

patrons and your visitors.  I think that is very 

powerful.  

I want to thank your organization's 

leadership.  I did have a virtual meeting with them, 

Mr. Hertz and Ms. Poma and others, to let us know 
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about this, you know, very initial concept.  I know 

you've been meeting with the Mayor and other 

administrative leadership.  

I had shared with City Council member 

Melanie Rutherford, my colleague, because this falls 

within District 1, and she is similarly very 

excited.  And I've shared this information -- I'll 

share what comes out tonight -- she's actually 

probably watching right now, so hello, Council 

member.  

But I do want to say, full disclosure, 

I did, for a short time, work in your existing 

primary facility.  When I was at Oakland University, 

I was in AmeriCorps, the actual service.  And so 

AmeriCorps Oakland was basically Pontiac.  And so 

there was youth programming that I would do in that 

facility.  That doesn't prejudice me at all, just 

going to lay it out there.  And during that, I 

attended college with Ms. Poma from your leadership 

team, who also was in AmeriCorps service in Pontiac 

with me.  

I want to also take a step back and 

celebrate -- because it shouldn't be overlooked -- 

that Lighthouse, as you expanded, and as you 

collaborated with other institutions in Oakland 
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County and merged, that Pontiac and this campus is 

where you redoubled your commitment.  And this is a 

very aggressive -- and I mean that with a lowercase 

A.  I don't mean antagonistic aggressive -- very 

proactive and wise approach.  Really, it really 

warms my heart that Lighthouse is demonstrating that 

Pontiac is the place where they want to grow, and 

reinvest, and expand, and do something really 

powerful for the community, as well as for your 

organization.  

So I just -- I don't want that to be 

glossed over, because that could have gone a lot of 

different ways.  When you merge with a very 

substantial organization that had, and still has a 

south Oakland County presence, you, of course, have 

other facilities throughout Oakland County, but, as 

the County seat has, you know, a really big part of 

the Lighthouse story, and I'm grateful that Pontiac 

is where you want to grow, and that this campus is 

where you want to grow and evolve in a really 

positive way.  

When it comes to the questions that 

have been posed, I'm extremely receptive and 

favorable to the rezoning to provide and allow for 

the proposed one-story social supermarket.  I think 
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that is a no-brainer.  And I'm very receptive to 

taking what is R-1 and bringing it up to the 

appropriate zoning classification to allow that 

proposed three-story housing opportunity center, in 

large part, because there is an existing and 

historic three-story structure immediately next to 

it.  It will make that area more cohesive, from a 

planning and development perspective.  It will feel 

more -- it will, I think, gel better with that 

existing footprint, and then also demonstrate the 

density and the mixed use that I think will be very 

powerful for this area.  

I am very repetitive to the Hovey 

Street vacation to make this more of a cohesive 

campus to allow for visitors and patrons to have 

more clear and free movement as pedestrians 

exploring the campus and benefitting from the 

services, and I encourage you to be creative and 

lean into that more as you work through your surveys 

and find out, you know, what do the sort of 

functional and logistical needs allow for, not to 

mention fire -- you know, fire suppression and fire 

truck access, to make sure that's tight and right.  

But, you know, be bold and be creative 

to make this as powerful and as positive as 
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possible, because that that gives you some unique 

versatility that some other sites might not do.  You 

know, it's a challenge.  I recognize that.  But I 

think that the street vacation makes a lot of sense.  

You know, if and when that comes to 

various levels, including, ultimately, if it needs 

to -- Pontiac City Council, of course, will want to 

look at traffic studies that shows traffic volume.  

As somebody who is familiar with this vicinity, it's 

not as though we are going to create an undue burden 

for nearby residents or, you know, just those that 

are traveling through, but I still would like to 

have some of that data.  

But when it comes to those three sort 

of needs -- and that's not even involving the site 

plan -- I am very repetitive, with the caveat that 

I'll always be reviewing all the data and details as 

they come to the two rezoning needs and the street 

vacation needs.  I think it -- this is a very strong 

concept that will add a great deal of value to our 

community, and be a really beautiful finished 

product.  

And I understand that, in part, 

because of Lighthouse's reputation, track record, 

the professional firms that you've enlisted and, you 
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know, in part who are representing here tonight with 

the architecture firm.  Because we want it to 

endure, we want it to be so successful, and we want 

it to look great for your organization, but then for 

the residents and nearby and those passing through 

this important vicinity.  You are a very high 

profile location, and we know that, as you grow and 

as you flourish, will be even more high profile.  

So, we look forward to, aesthetically and 

functionally, it being a home run.  

I do want to clarify, when we're 

looking at Park Place, the parking lot, are those 

existing homes that will be demolished?  So the 

southeast --

MR. BURK:  So, here.  Correct?  

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  Correct.  

That's what I'm referencing.  

MR. BURK:  Yep.

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  Is an 

existing parking lot there?  That would be an 

expansion?  

MR. BURK:  There's two single family 

homes right there.  Actually, a vacant lot, 

actually, then a single family and a single family.  

Those will be raised.  
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COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  And my 

understanding is that those are presently owned by 

Lighthouse; or in the process of being acquired?  

MR. BURK:  Well, we own everything in 

the block one there and block two, except the 

furthest.  It would be the southeast two lots.  And 

I think -- which is the corner of Center Street and 

Park Place, essentially.  

MR. PAPPAS:  These are the only two 

parcels that are not owned by Lighthouse property.  

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  Okay.  So, 

those that are not owned are shown as not part of 

the -- 

MR. BURK:  That's correct.  

MR. PAPPAS:  That's correct.

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  And did I 

deduce correctly from my previous conversations that 

some or one of the existing single family dwellings 

that Lighthouse uses may be relocated?  Are you 

rolling it down the street?  

MR. BURK:  We're going to roll it down 

the street, if possible.  So, we have a couple right 

on Hovey, ones on the corner -- 

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  And you'll 

want to stay by the microphone just for -- 
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MR. BURK:  Oh, I'm sorry.

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  That's okay.  

We transcribe it to the word.  

MR. BURK:  We have two duplexes right 

along Hovey; one is right on the corner of Cottage 

and Hovey, and then the other one, 1719 Hovey, is 

right next to it.  What we'd ideally like to do is 

to move those properties to some other vacant lots 

that we own within the City within that community, 

because they're only maybe 15 years old or so.  

They've been taken care of, they're in good shape.  

So, if we can do that, that's the goal for those.  

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  Thank you 

for that, and I think it's wise and it's a positive 

move to try and maximize the -- you know, the 

housing opportunities within your organization, and 

make the most of the changes to grow as best as 

possible.  

So, when I'm looking at the conceptual 

campus master plan, the light gray is existing 

parking or existing pavement, and the darker shade 

of gray shows what would be new payment, new 

parking?

MR. PAPPAS:  That is correct.  

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  Okay.  And I 
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think that concludes my questions for now, but, I 

can't emphasize enough my excitement and gratitude 

about the approach that you're taking.  

And though it isn't, you know, 

pertinent, per se, in terms of our Planning 

Commission decisions, my understanding is that we 

are talking about upwards of $10 million for phases, 

and it could be more, and that Lighthouse is 

interested and committed in trying to, you know, 

pursue all avenues, and to privately raise a 

substantial portion, you know, home run.  And we're 

really excited to allow that to be a grand slam.  

And I don't know how to keep the sports metaphors 

going, so I'll stop.  

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  Touchdown.  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Tim?  

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  So, I don't 

have to say the "thank yous", he just did.  We do 

appreciate it, and it is great that you're staying 

in the community.  

My questions are more to just 

understand it.  How many units are going to be 

there?  Are they temporary units?  Are these -- I 

don't totally understand the -- I'm assuming it's 

through your clients. 
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MR. PAPPAS:  There are currently 54 

beds in the existing buildings spread through a 

number of different units in the building of 

different sizes, so -- 

MR. BURK:  I believe that's 18 units 

-- 18 units in this building currently. 

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  And right now, 

there's community bathrooms in that -- is that 

existing ones?  

MS. SMITH:  They each have their own 

individual -- each unit has its own individual 

bathroom.  

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  Okay.  And the 

new one will be that way also and -- 

MR. PAPPAS:  Correct.  Different 

sizes, some targeting one individual, two, or 

families.  

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  Okay.  And 

what's an average stay; how long does somebody stay 

in that kind of a -- I'm sure --

MS. SMITH:  They can stay up to 

90 days.  

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  So, the goal is 

to get them transitioned into a different -- 

MS. SMITH:  Yes.  
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COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  And just right 

now, out of curiosity, how many people are living in 

the whole campus that you have?  

MR. BURK:  Just in this building here?

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  Yeah.  I mean, 

is that the only place with residents right now?  

MS. SMITH:  Well -- so we have -- 

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  And that's the 

54?

MS. SMITH:  One of the duplexes has 

two families in it, and then for the brick building, 

the three-story building, we have approximately 13 

families in there.  

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  Okay.  And 

they're usually full?  

MS. SMITH:  Yeah.  Yeah.  Generally.  

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  So, that's 

obviously why you're doing this the whole thing.  

MR. BURK:  We also have (inaudible).

MS. SMITH:  Yeah, but those --

MR. BURK:  I'm sorry.

MS. SMITH:  Yeah, that's -- 

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  And the market, 

I'm assuming this is a contained campus.  The market 

is not open to other residents and neighbors.  The 
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market is just for the people in your campuses, 

correct?  

MR. YANDRICK:  No.  

MR. BURK:  No, I could say it's for 

the -- 

MS. SMITH:  For the community.

MR. BURK:  -- the community as a 

whole.  

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  For the 

community.  So, anybody in the area can come and 

shop?  

MR. BURK:  Yep.  For sure.  

Absolutely.  Yep.  Yep.  

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  That's great.  

I didn't know that.  So, the parking lot, I'm 

assuming most residents don't have cars?  

MS. SMITH:  It's about 50/50. 

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  I don't know 

how many spots there are, but there's enough, I 

guess. 

MR. PAPPAS:  We based that on -- we 

did really exhaustive discussions with the 

Lighthouse team about the number of spaces, 

staffing, residents.  So, it was based on these 

discussions with Lighthouse, how many spaces they 
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believe they need to make it work.  

From an ordinance perspective, I 

believe we really exceed the requirements, but, they 

believe this is what they need, actually, to make 

the project work.  

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  To make it 

work, right.  

MR. PAPPAS:  Staffing and residents, 

et cetera.  

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  Okay.  And is 

the intention to acquire those other lots if they're 

available?  

MR. BURK:  We'd love to.  

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  Okay.  So, we 

don't need to talk about it here, but -- 

MR. BURK:  Yeah.  

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  So, that's kind 

of -- 

MR. BURK:  Actually, I did a reach out 

to the three units here, but have not received a 

response yet, so -- 

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  Okay.  But that 

would be your goal?  

MR. BURK:  Yeah, that would be ideal.  

Yeah. 
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COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  And I guess for 

us -- and this is preliminary, it doesn't really 

matter, but, I think for us, it will be the design, 

and I'm assuming this is all going to be done in a 

really nice way, but is there -- do you have some 

kind of a concept of that now you can explain or --

MR. PAPPAS:  Not really.  We're -- 

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  We don't need 

to push it.  

MR. PAPPAS:  We're just really not at 

that point yet.  We're just really at the initial 

concept master plan, moving into the rezoning phase 

and then we'll begin work on the site plan.  

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  Okay.  Great.  

I mean, I think for us, that will be the important 

thing, because we want to see -- 

MR. BURK:  It will be nice.  

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  And I don't 

know your organization that well, but I've known 

enough about -- that you do things the right way, 

but that's going to be, for us, important.  When 

somebody drives down to this street, we don't -- not 

that there's (inaudible) but we don't want something 

that looks like it's old, or kind of done cheaply.  

So, whether it's brick or whatever it is you got, 
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like Mike said, it's a historic building in the 

middle there, which I drove by, and I don't think 

I've ever seen that building before.  So, it's 

something that kind of fits -- fits that idea, I 

would assume, so --  

MR. BURK:  That's why we got a great 

team here and Jim and his team, so --  

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  Right.  Okay.  

I don't have any other questions.  I mean, we're 

going to see on the next one, but, I love it, I 

think it's great, and thank you for staying in 

Pontiac.  It's a good thing.  That's all I have.  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Great.  

Thank you.  Mr. Northcross?  

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  Yes.  

Wonderful.  Wonderful.  I'm excited about the 

expansion as well.  I've worked off and on with 

groups that have been in and out with Lighthouse, 

with Lighthouse itself, and it's really a wonderful 

gem in the City.  This area is great.  Park Place is 

really a very, very nice street, just a big, wide 

boulevard that's kind of elevated.  The homes there, 

a lot of the folks have likely been there for awhile 

and really take pride in it.  

What types of -- and thank you again 
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for coming and keeping Lighthouse in the heart of 

Oakland County, Pontiac, Michigan.  Thank you.  

Thank you.  

Do you have good relations with the 

people along Park Place?  Have you had a chance to 

talk with them or say anything?  

MR. BURK:  I'll defer that to Shannon 

only because she's been with Lighthouse for ten 

years, so she has a little more of a connection 

there.  

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  You got a lot of 

catching up to do.  

MR. BURK:  I do.  I do.  

MS. SMITH:  I'm trying to get him 

there.  

I feel like we have a really good 

relationship with the residents of Park Place as 

well as the residents of Cottage Street.  You know, 

when I'm out there, I see them, they wave, we say 

hello, you know, we talk if there's an issue, we -- 

you know, we address it right away.  So, I think 

that -- I would say that we have a really good 

relationship with them.  

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  From what 

I'm seeing here, I think they would be very 
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supportive of this project.  So, if you do have a 

chance to share it with them, maybe in some form, I 

would -- I would really recommend engaging them now, 

letting them kind of have a head's up as to what's 

going on, if you haven't already done that.  You may 

have already done that, I don't know.  But that 

would be my only suggestion, to kind of keep the 

ways to the breeze and everything so it slides right 

through.  

So, the project itself, great.  Right 

now, I have been there with your current food pantry 

and seen people coming in and out, and I also was a 

volunteer with the SUN TimeBank, who used to 

actually have some offices in the Lighthouse when 

they were struggling and looking for a place to 

stay.  So, thank you for that.  

So, excellent.  I mean, I think this 

is a real -- you know, a real feather in 

Lighthouse's cap to have the vision to stay in the 

wonderful place of Pontiac, and provide services, 

and I think it's also a good addition for Pontiac.  

Thank you.  

And everything Mike McGuinness said, 

and what everyone said, and Ms. Duvall, and Tim, I 

say here, here.  
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COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  Touchdown.  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  And I 

also say thank you.  That almost goes without 

saying, but I need to say it.  Thank you, thank you.  

A question about the bed count for the 

new building.  What will the square footages be for 

the different rooms, do you know?  

MR. PAPPAS:  We haven't got that far 

in the detail analysis.  The one-beds will probably 

be in the range of about 80 square feet for the 

actual living space plus the bathroom space.  So, 

they will be small quarters, but they'll be private 

spaces so it's not the -- what you think of as the 

traditional shelter with just beds everywhere.  

They're actually individual rooms.

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Okay.  

Because I know, from past Planning Commission 

meetings, we have minimums on our square footages, 

and you may not know it off the top of your head 

yet, but 80 square feet is not a number that I 

remember hearing before.  That sounds very low to 

me. 

MR. PAPPAS:  It's -- it's very small, 

because it really isn't a dwelling unit, you know, 

it's a -- more of a -- 
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COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  Is it dorm room 

small?  

MR. BURK:  It's dorm room size, think 

of it that way.  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Okay.  

And then the bathroom space is in addition to the 

80; or is it -- 

MR. PAPPAS:  That's correct.  Yes.  

Yes.  Yes.  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Okay.  

The other question I had was it says the green 

amenities area next to the proposed one-story 

housing and dining center -- 

MR. PAPPAS:  There is -- there is a 

green space there.  We do have a -- 

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Could you 

get closer to the microphone, please?  Thank you.  

MR. PAPPAS:  Oh, I'm sorry.  There is 

a -- in that existing building is a child daycare.  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Okay.

MR. PAPPAS:  So that is -- will be 

designated for the outdoor playground space that's 

required for daycare.  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Okay.  

Will there also be enough space for maybe gardening 
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opportunities, if people want to do that?  

MR. PAPPAS:  There is some additional 

green space.  If you see where the current dining 

space is, there's quite a bit of green space between 

that and the parking lot.  We're still looking at 

how that might be programmed, possibly some outdoor 

patio space off the dining.  And we're -- that's a 

continuing process, as we work with Lighthouse, to 

see what types of activities they might like to see 

in the outdoor areas.  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Okay.  

Was in -- that just kind of dovetailed into the 

other question I had.  Was there anything else that 

they were talking about doing outside, other than 

having playground equipment; was there anything for 

adults to do or, you know -- 

MR. PAPPAS:  Not -- not at this time, 

but that's part of the design process.  We just 

haven't got to that step yet.  We're just very early 

in the concept to see would it possibly fit on the 

site, that's really where we are today.  As we move 

forward with the site plan approval package and the 

design of the buildings and the site, that's where 

we'll get into much more of the details with 

Lighthouse and things they'd like to see outside as 
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well.  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Okay.  

And then, Mark, if you could clarify, what is the 

C-0 zoning allowing; do you know?  

MR. YANDRICK:  The C-0 zoning that 

would be for the eastern side really does permit the 

opportunity center as the community service center 

within our code.  So, it would be a permitted -- I 

believe it would be a permitted use.  I'm trying to 

remember if that was a special exception or not.  

But in reviewing it, and in reviewing 

it with our past planner, it seemed like that was 

the best appropriation for what they were doing on 

that eastern site as well. 

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Okay.  

Very good.  Those are all of the questions that I 

have right now.  So, what happens next?  

MR. YANDRICK:  So, in the next week or 

two, I'm going to have a phone conversation with the 

applicants.  I think we're going to recap some of 

your feedback this evening, and your love, for that 

matter.  But really, I think it's to see if there's 

any minor changes that need to be made to this plan, 

but, then expect to see a rezoning at the January 

Planning Commission meeting.  
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ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Okay.  

Very good.  Does anyone else have any questions 

before we let our guests leave tonight?  

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  I think it was 

fantastic.  Thank you. 

MR. PAPPAS:  Thank you very much for 

this opportunity.  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Thank 

you.  We wish you the best of luck.  

MR. BURK:  Thank you.  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Thank you 

again.  

All right.  So, our next item for new 

business is the information session regarding the 

adult use of marihuana zoning ordinance. 

MR. YANDRICK:  We get to move from one 

green amenities area to another.

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Exactly.

MR. YANDRICK:  I do not have a 

presentation for that this evening.  I would like to 

welcome Joe, if he has some comments.  

I will say that I have experience, in 

my previous positions, in code writing.  I have not 

been very involved in this ordinance that is before 

you this evening, however, I think after Joe's 
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presentation, after some of the review, I do have 

some questions for the Planning Commission to see -- 

gauge their interest of something that maybe we want 

to consider for this ordinance, so -- 

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Okay.  

Very good.  

MR. YANDRICK:  Joe, I'll let you get 

started with kind of the ordinance, where it is, and 

any feedback that was received last night.  

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  And to 

activate the microphone, you'll press the button to 

the right.  Voila.

ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  Well, good 

evening, Planning Commission members.  It's a 

pleasure to be here tonight.  In the way of 

background, just so you folks -- I served on a 

township board for many years as well as their 

Planning Commission, so I've been -- had the 

opportunity to sit in a similar seat that you are 

sitting in today, dealing with planning -- site 

plans and things like that of that nature.  

So, I've been asked to -- by Mr. 

Yandrick to come in and basically give an update of 

where things are first.  So, the first part of my 

discussion is going to be that we were asked by the 
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Mayor to put together an adult use, or what we've 

called an adult use marihuana business ordinance 

that would permit, essentially, recreational use of 

marihuana within the City.  

Currently, there is an ordinance on 

the -- within the -- on the City books that 

prohibits adult use marihuana, so that's another 

ordinance that will need to be on that -- or a 

portion repealed dealing -- so that would allow for 

marihuana establishments to be permitted in the 

City.  

In addition, the City Council is 

considering a marihuana -- adult use marihuana 

ordinance itself that is -- parallels very similar 

to the medical marihuana facilities ordinance that 

the City was -- adopted through the initiative 

process, and is currently also among the City 

ordinances.  It parallels in many ways.  One, to 

avoid some of the duplication of, you know, the -- 

some of the process to make it consistent or, in 

some ways, parallel to deal with the fact that the 

City has also gone through the medical marihuana 

facilities process with several applicants.  

So, the marihuana -- adult use 

marihuana ordinance does make some significant 
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changes, and has several definitions that I think 

are important for the City -- Planning Commission to 

be aware of, because these ultimately pertain to 

your role as to where these businesses will be 

located, the uses, the definitions, that need to 

correspond to the -- within the zoning ordinance 

itself.  

Some of the things that you may be 

familiar with when you consider the ordinance, or 

when the ordinance was -- the zoning amendments were 

considered for the medical marihuana facilities 

ordinance, some of the same kinds of types of 

businesses were previously approved.  For example, 

growers, processors, secure transporters, things of 

that nature.  

The major difference between medical 

marihuana facilities ordinances that, in the medical 

marihuana facilities ordinance, you have what is 

called provisioning centers, which is very similar 

to what we would call retailers, under the adult 

marijuana ordinance.  

Other significant changes within the 

adult use marihuana business ordinance that the City 

Council is considering, is the -- what we call the 

Class A micro business.  It's defined in the 
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ordinance itself as well as the draft zoning 

amendments, which you have a copy of.  And I could 

go through that in a moment, if we want to discuss 

that.  

Consumption -- designated consumption 

establishments, which are similar to what we would 

call consumption lounges; excess growers, which is a 

little bit -- which allows for a grower to combine 

up to five Class C growers, under the marihuana -- 

State Marihuana Taxation and Regulation Act, and 

they can -- they can basically stack those Class C 

grower licenses, and they can grow up -- which 

allows basically a Class C licenser -- licensed 

grower to grow up to 2,000 plants per license, and 

an excess grower can grow up to -- take up to five 

-- can stack up to five Class C licenses, or 10,000 

plants. 

The other items I think the Planning 

Commission should be aware of, is the marihuana 

event -- temporary marihuana event.  And that would 

be -- need to be regulated under the zoning 

ordinance of where that can be held, and under the 

circumstances under which an event might be held as 

a special use.  

Another difference that the State 
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Marihuana Taxation Regulation Act permits is the 

colocation of certain -- or a combination of certain 

marihuana businesses, such as growers, processors, 

and/or retail establishments.  They can actually 

located at the same physical location and -- subject 

to certain barriers and things like that.  But -- 

but that is something the zoning ordinance also 

addresses within the proposed zoning amendments.  

I guess my next -- my question to you 

is, how much detail do you want to go through?  Do 

we want to go through the ordinance -- or the zoning 

changes, you know, page by page, or I can kind of -- 

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  Summarize. 

ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  -- a review, or 

would you rather I answer questions?  Because I know 

some of the Planning Commission members have, in 

fact, read through this and had some questions, and 

I think that might be the way to go, if we want to 

start off that way.  

The other item that you -- that the 

zoning ordinance does is just similar to the medical 

marihuana facilities ordinance that was adopted by 

the City -- or approved by the City -- by 

initiative, and then the zoning amendments, the City 

created three overlay districts that you're familiar 
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with.  And the overlay districts that are outlined 

in the proposed zoning amendments basically parallel 

those as well.  

Now, there's been discussion with the 

City Council, and they're still under consideration 

of what the -- where some of those licenses will -- 

how many -- the number of licenses, where they're 

going to be located.  But currently, the proposed 

ordinance that's been presented would provide for -- 

similar to the medical marihuana facilities 

ordinance -- five retailers within the -- each of 

the three overlay districts, and then the five at 

large in the C -- I think C-2 and in the industrial 

area.  

The -- the other -- the Class A micro 

business is considered -- classified as a special 

land use under the adult marijuana use proposed 

ordinance.  And then you have the designated 

consumption lounges, which has been proposed to be 

limited to overlay district number 3, that is the 

downtown area, with the idea being that three of 

those designated conception establishments would be 

located north of Huron Street, and three located 

south of Huron Street.  

So, that's kind of where things are at 
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this time.  I know the City Council is still 

considering a number of factors.  We met last night, 

and we're going through a number of the concerns and 

questions that were raised, and we'll continue to 

work through those over the next week or so. 

MR. YANDRICK:  And I want to say thank 

you, Joe, for giving that presentation.  I think, in 

my review of this, I've got a question for Planning 

Commission, because I think there's a lot of 

important information in here.  But I think, as the 

City, we should ask ourselves, are there some 

ancillary things about each of these individual 

sites that are important?  

And what I'm talking about is 

landscaping.  Do we need to specify the requirements 

between these sites and residential neighbors for 

some of these sites?  Do we -- our city does require 

a -- or does have a maximum lighting.  We don't have 

a minimum lighting requirement.  And I think about 

the long-term safety of these businesses and, you 

know, is that an important thing that we want to 

make sure is required for these sites, no matter 

what condition that site is in?  

And then working with some of the 

non-conformities on site -- and this might be a 
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question that we have -- continue with our municipal 

attorney, is, do we want -- even with existing sites 

-- because a lot of these are going to be vacant 

buildings or previous uses.  You know, are some of 

these non-conformities -- do we have the ability to 

sunset some of them, to require a proper screening, 

to require certain things that make this a viable 

long-term use, safe for the patrons of the use, safe 

for the neighborhood, and also mitigate the noise, 

the traffic, the odors to the adjacent communities.  

And really, I'm just bringing this up 

as a discussion point for Planning Commission 

feedback, if you'd like staff and our municipal 

attorney team to consider drafting some regulations 

related to that -- for these sites.  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Thank 

you.  Can I respond to that?  I assume I'm 

responding for most, but I can't say that until 

people say, but, I would say yes, please, that I 

think that is very helpful that you bring that 

forth.  This is certainly just another level of what 

we've been trying to address for the last several 

years as we were waiting for the medical portion to 

take hold and start to grow, and now we're adding in 

the recreational.  
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So, yes to what you said is my 

feeling.  Please.  Give us as much information as 

you can, because we are not the experts necessarily.  

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  So, why would 

we look at these as any different than an individual 

coming in with the site plan?  So, we have a new 

build going up, wouldn't we require them to do the 

same stuff for the lighting plans, the landscaping 

plans?  It seems -- it would seem strange that we 

would have them do something different, because I 

think everything I've seen on the site plan stuff -- 

because we're pretty strict about how we screen, how 

we do that. 

MR. YANDRICK:  That's an excellent 

point.  There are really two points I'd like to make 

on that.  

Number one is that, for existing 

sites, there is a lot of legal non-conformities that 

are allowed to continue, and even though the 

business may have been closed, we are limited, 

within our regulation, the way it's written in terms 

of powers, to be able to get them up to code.  

Now, if they're redeveloping the site 

and making changes, that sometime can trigger them 

bringing those non-conformities out.  
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Cities do have the power, for limited 

reasons, to be able to sunset a non-conformity.  

And, you know, when you think about this type of 

business, I think it's welcomed in the community.  

We want these businesses to do well.  But there may 

be some additional byproducts to adjacent 

communities.  We just want to protect those 

surrounding neighborhoods.  It's just a 

consideration.  

Even as an example, our landscape 

buffer requirements are very vague.  And, you know, 

there may be an appetite for both conifer and 

deciduous trees.  So, one provides more of a 

coverage in the summer, the other one provides a 

year-round coverage more for the site and snows, 

because you don't want to have a bare coverage if 

there's a big marihuana smell to an adjacent 

neighborhood in the wintertime.  Just an example.  

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  I appreciate 

that.  So, I think -- I guess -- the smells 

shouldn't be an issue.  They're regulated by the 

State.  So, if there's a grow that has smells coming 

out, they'll lose their license.  So, I think that's 

regulated pretty highly.  

I appreciate the fact that we will 
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screen into it, but it's no different than if 

somebody comes in here to build a -- whatever -- a 

gas station or anything else.  I don't know if 

there's -- I think we want the highest quality they 

can possibly bring us, right?  And we're going to 

have that.  But I think it would be strange to say 

well, you're a dispensary, so you have to put 20 

trees, versus if you were a liquor store, you'd only 

have to put three.  

So, I just -- maybe we -- I think we 

all want the same thing, I'm just -- it's semantics, 

I think, a little bit.  And if it's non-conforming, 

then absolutely, let's make that a better parcel.  

But I think as far as the smell, the lighting, 

they're going to have their security plans, they're 

going to have all that.  

But the smell is -- from everything 

I've ever seen in that business, is it's highly 

regulated.  If you walk by a grow and you smell 

it -- at least -- I don't know as much about the 

recs, but, medical is highly, highly regulated.  So, 

we shouldn't have that issue.

Safety is always a concern, but now 

you have a building that was vacant going to 

something that's occupied with light and with 
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security, with, you know, parking, with everything 

else, cameras.  Should be very safe.  So, I 

appreciate the idea of screening for the 

neighborhoods, but no different than we would with 

anything else.  I think that's my opinion.  

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  Thank you 

for flagging that there is vagueness and ambiguity 

in terms of how substantial that residential screen 

can be for our current business, let alone the 

non-conforming sort of grandfather murkiness.  

I think that residents of Pontiac want 

ample screening between any business and a 

residential area.  This would be no different, but 

this is just a new vehicle, a new sort of governing 

approach where that opportunity allows for us to 

make that more explicit and more clear.  And I would 

like us to make that more explicit and more clear 

across the board for all businesses.  

Obviously, when we're doing site plan 

work, we're being very discerning and say okay, 

where are those headlights coming, you know, what's 

this going to mean for the house if they're the 

first or second or third in?  Because we want the 

commercial areas to thrive, our quarters to be 

successful, but we don't want it to be at the 
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detriment of the residential areas.  

Obviously, it will go away and eyes 

wide open, hey, I'm buying the first house after a 

business.  But where we can strengthen it in any 

field, I think we should try and look at that.  So, 

that's something that I want us to do, when 

appropriate, across the board.  But this is our 

vehicle to do that for these particular areas, I 

think it'd actually make the process stronger for 

ultimate approval or rezoning, et cetera, for these 

sites as they move along this body and the City 

Council, because it helps demonstrate -- you know, 

if we are codifying this, it demonstrates the 

priority that we're placing.  

But I hear you loud and clear on the 

smell.  I just mean in terms of being able to create 

that buffer for residents for any commercial 

activity.  I literally have been a house behind a 

party store before, and it's a real bummer in terms 

of the trash and -- you know, like -- and of course, 

people drinking as they're leaving the liquor store 

and discarding, et cetera.  But if, when that came 

up, there was just a lot more substantial 

landscaping or other buffer, it would have made it a 

little less painful.  It would have made it a little 
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more pleasant for me to be that first house.  

And my question is -- so this is sort 

of like an informational, we're seeing this for the 

first time, reviewing it.  Is the anticipation that 

it would be recommended for approval by this body at 

the January meeting, and then it comes before City 

Council for a first and second reading to consider 

the recommendation; is that what we should expect?  

ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  Unless you decide 

to have a special meeting, and we were to bring the 

ordinance forward and take any recommendations that 

the planning department -- the City's Planner might 

have with regard to these zoning amendments, but, if 

you'd like to have a special meeting before so that 

we can move this along.  But I believe you're -- 

that it requires a 14-day -- 

MR. YANDRICK:  15-day. 

ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  Excuse me, 15-day 

notice period.  So, we are looking at probably the 

January.  

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  And I'm 

comfortable with that, and I don't anticipate 

necessarily that the City Council is going to be 

pulling triggers with the first part of this 

three-part series in a way that would make it where 
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there's a big gulf between that.  So, I think that 

we should -- especially because of the sparseness of 

this Planning Commission, this composition, it -- 

scheduling a special meeting, let alone between 

Christmas and New Year, or between Hanukkah and 

Christmas, just December, that might be really dicey 

for a quorum, let alone a clear verdict from this 

body.  And obviously by then, more members could 

have been appointed by the Mayor.  

But I just wanted to raise that for 

tactical, logistical purposes.  Thank you for 

answering that question.  Yeah, I mean there's a lot 

to it.  So, I definitely don't want us to, tonight, 

have to do it to the letter, and every page, I 

welcome more final summaries.  

But, I, in any respect, will always 

want the planning manager to bring us some best 

practices, some recommended areas, you know, what 

have you seen in your research and other communities 

as you're doing these sort of comprehensive deep 

dives, what are the deficiencies that we have with 

our zoning ordinances and other governing documents, 

and how can this be an opportunity for us to do it 

in a comprehensive and right way, and then that 

might then foreshadow how we want to mirror that 
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more broadly beyond just this particular -- 

MR. YANDRICK:  So, if I can ask, you'd 

be open -- and I'm very familiar with Ann Arbor and 

Detroit's code, so -- regarding recreational 

marihuana, but, you'd be interested in creating some 

special regulations for these businesses that we may 

be able to emulate when we come forward with some 

future regulations city-wide for commercial 

businesses.  

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  Speaking for 

myself, I am open to those considerations.  I'm not 

mandating that they must be there, I'm not looking 

for extra hoops or red tape for the sake of that, 

but, I think that also can make for a stronger 

finished product that puts those business in better 

shape when it comes to neighborhood harmony or, you 

know, just in terms of -- I want every development 

that comes to our city to be such a positive -- you 

know, positive multiplier effect when it comes to 

the aesthetics for people driving by, patronizing 

that place, or living nearby, period.  And so that's 

what I'm after.  

I love when you asked questions about 

what's the quality and the caliber and the contents 

of this construction?  I'm looking at what does this 
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mean versus what we have today, and what's it going 

to bring tomorrow?  And I think that this industry, 

because it's, you know, sort of the hot tamale at 

the moment, great, let's leverage that for our 

residents -- you know, our community, let's be as 

smart and intentional as possible.  

But there are going to be other hot 

tamales that come along, or -- you know, that I'm 

open to what those developments are.  Let's just 

make it as tight and right as possible.  And I know 

that I'm not interested in making it unduly 

burdensome for an applicant or, you know, the 

consumer, ultimately, and I'm not seeking to make it 

unduly worrisome for you or us in terms of the 

application, the administration of that, because 

that would be a real bummer too.  

So, again, I'm sorry I'm always so 

verbose.  My answer is, I'm very open to those 

strategies, but not in a way that's going to try 

him.  I'm not looking to load up the Christmas tree 

so the Christmas tree falls over, I'm looking to 

make the Christmas tree shine brighter and be thick 

so that there's a lot of landscaping.  

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  So -- and maybe 

I don't -- Mike and I had a quick talk earlier, but, 
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as planners and a zoning perspective here, is the 

goal to take the original overlays -- do you have to 

legally change the medical overlays to recreational 

overlays; is there anything in that that we're 

supposed to be doing?  

MR. YANDRICK, and Joe, you can correct 

me if I'm wrong, I believe we're really creating a 

separate ordinance or separate amendment.  We're 

keeping the medical here.  You know, I think it 

gives us flexibility if one is ever repealed in the 

future.  I'm not saying that that's going to be, 

but, I think we're really going to have two sets, 

depending on the type.  Now, the licensing, that 

goes through City Council, the clerk's office, but 

this would really be for the zoning application, 

we're looking for two different sets of 

ordinances -- 

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  Or do we want 

the zoning to be the same?  

MR. YANDRICK:  And with the -- it was 

an emergency ordinance.  And I know Planning 

Commission reviewed the medical marihuana, I don't 

know to what extent.  I know there were a lot of 

discussions and, you know -- 

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  We 
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reviewed it in detail.  

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  We did 

review it in detail.  And let me say, there's 

something we did maybe six or seven years ago called 

the master plan.  And in that master plan, we came 

up with -- I think it was 85 recommendations for 

improving our current ordinances.  And many of those 

recommendations were, for one reason or another, 

nerve adopted.  

So, you know, we're sitting in a city 

created, what, 1961?  A city that went through 

explosive growth in the 1940s around the war effort 

with a number of businesses, and housing, and 

everything that was really put in place to support 

production of materials.  That ended.  The need to 

reduce the war materials nilly-willy, however.  

But a lot of those businesses, a lot 

of the layout of the City has existed even to this 

day.  And when we look at some of our ordinances and 

we start talking about grandfathering and doing 

these other things, I'm saying whoa, we're in 2023 

and we're looking at new technologies, we're looking 

at a new relationship with Oakland County, we're 

looking at redoing our Woodward loop here and a 

number of other things.  
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I think, yeah, it would behoove us, 

that as we see these opportunities to improve, we 

grab them and improve and go forward.  So, yeah, 

Mike, here, here.  Once again, here, here.  Getting 

the best that we can get right now, and let that be 

a template for what comes in the future.  

Not to say we're laying an undue 

burden on the people coming here from the standpoint 

of asking them to do more than what we have asked 

other people to do, but, more -- looking at it more 

that, given what we know, given what we understand, 

given where we want to go, let's put these things in 

place now and then work to implement the 

recommendations and the improvements for the future.  

And let them kind of be the forerunners, so to 

speak.  

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  At the risk 

of repeating some information that I just offered, 

to your question, at least the initial ordinance 

proposal does mirror those overlay districts.  It 

doesn't create a new or -- 

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  Reinventing the 

wheel here.  

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  Correct.  

So, Cesar Chavez overlay district, Walton Boulevard 
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overlay district, Downtown overlay district, and the 

same number of slots for each, and for the 

non-overlay district.  

There are an additional four social 

equity licenses, and so there's certainly -- through 

the deliberation process, that City Council might 

revise that, change the number or expand the number, 

try and constrict non-overlay, I'm not sure yet.  

Were you in last night's meeting, I think?  

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  Yep.  

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  So, you 

heard some of the initial deliberations.  And 

obviously, when it comes to this, it will be done in 

a way that mirrors sort of, like, the primary 

ordinance that will be legalized -- 

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  That's for 

Council.  So, what are we being asked for as 

planners?  

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  To my 

knowledge -- and please help us unpack this, because 

it's a great question.  So basically, the City 

Council will be passing an ordinance to legalize 

recreational adult marijuana retail businesses.  But 

the zoning ordinance has to sort of mirror or map 

that.  And so that's what -- this kind of takes what 
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that creates and now makes it so that the zoning 

ordinance aligns with it so it's not out of sync -- 

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  So again -- I 

didn't mean to interrupt you, but, if you're 

mirroring what it is, we just have to kind of rubber 

stamp the idea that, yes, we are going to change the 

zoning of those districts to allow recreational, but 

we haven't changed the line.  We're not moving a 

street, we're not adjusting anything.  

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  Great 

question.  I think what you're saying is correct.  

I'll just offer that it is required, any change to 

the zoning ordinance must come to the Planning 

Commission first.  So, it's not that we're trying to 

force you to make up -- you know, make decisions 

unilaterally, it's that it's required that a zoning 

ordinance recommendation -- 

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  It's not like 

hey, here's another zoning we want to add to this; 

or there's another one cut in half, it's really --

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  Right.  Not 

presently --

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  -- coordinated 

with what you're going to do.  We have to look at 

what you do first.  
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COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  Not 

presently that has been proposed or that has been 

actively discussed.  And I have zero interest in 

creating a surprise overlay district number 5, 6, 

and 7.  

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  Right.  And I 

think we all assume that and we don't know exception 

for speculation.  But I just wanted to make sure 

that we know what our -- we're not here to discuss 

the whole ordinance, because that's not in our play, 

that's in the Council's play, correct?  

MR. YANDRICK:  I think for this, if 

you have any questions about what that ordinance is, 

you're able mirror it.  And then from your role as 

Planning Commission, you're looking at this.  That's 

what a zoning code is.  

And if there's any consideration that 

-- an individual member, or as a group, that you 

want to provide to staff and to our legal counsel, 

that we could give some consideration to that for 

when the public hearing gets set and when the 

ordinance comes before you next month.  

ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  So, if I could 

maybe add on to the discussion.  Your zoning 

ordinance does not establish the uses that are 
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authorized by the adult use marihuana ordinance that 

the City Council is considering to adopt.  So, you 

need to amend your zoning ordinance to reflect the 

new uses that are going to be authorized, and the 

standards by which they're going to be basically 

judged by the Planning Commission.  

So, while you don't -- this body won't 

have a role to play in terms of who -- you know, the 

number of applicant and the applicant process and 

things like that, you are still part of that 

process, because at the -- once an applicant has 

conditional approval, they can't get a permit unless 

they meet the zoning requirements in the zoning 

code, and meet the requirements of your site plan 

requirements and so forth.  

So, you have a major role here to 

play, but your role is related to -- and almost all 

the -- if you read -- in the adult use marihuana 

ordinance, it -- it reflects the fact that -- in 

multiple areas, it does say that this is subject to 

the local zoning ordinances. 

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  So, if I could 

follow up a little bit with what you're saying.  For 

instance, a grow -- as of right now is medical -- 

has to be in an industrial-zoned area, correct?  
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ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  Correct. 

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  Anywhere in the 

City, right? 

ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  Right.  

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  Does 

recreational change that?  

ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  Not at this 

juncture, no.  No.

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  So, they can't 

just put it in a retail-zoned area.  It's all the 

same, basically.  In other words, you're not going 

to see a retail storefront turn into a grow, because 

it has to be industrial unless we decided to change 

zoning on something, correct?  

ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  Currently, the 

zoning is set up very similar to how the medical 

marihuana facility -- 

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  I just want to 

make sure that -- I know about medical -- 

ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  It does allow for 

colocation of processors. 

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  But that would 

have to be -- if there was a colocation, then you'd 

have to do it in an industrial zoning, correct?  I 

mean, when I say that, provisioning and retail with 
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a grow in the back would all have to be industrial; 

is that correct?  

ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  It depends on 

what you -- this body determines where it's -- the 

zoning districts.

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  We do need to 

rezone it, if it was zoned -- if it wasn't zoned 

industrial, we would have to rezone it to that -- I 

don't know what the right word is -- but worst case 

scenario, which is industrial.  So -- because you 

can't put industrial uses -- 

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  The most 

intense use.

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  The most -- 

thank you.  Perhaps a much better way to say it.  

So, retail could exist in an industrial in theory, 

but an industrial can't exist in retail.  So, does 

that bring anything different to us versus medical?  

ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  No. 

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  No.  So, I 

guess that's the real question I have.  We're not 

looking at -- and that would be my only concern is 

that we're not looking at something new that could 

come at us, I guess. 

ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  But again, as the 
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-- this is the zoning ordinance.  And if you decide 

that there are certain outer districts, this would 

be -- the retail is restricted.  Kroger's and -- are 

not restricted, they're subject to the zoning 

ordinance.  

So, where you decide where the -- as 

the Planning Commission and proposed ordinance -- of 

course, ultimately, the City Council decides on the 

zoning changes as well, but, your recommendation in 

terms of where they're going to be located.  

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  Thank you. 

MR. YANDRICK:  And just one thing to 

point out, caregiving is not part of this ordinance 

at all.  So, just wanted to make that clear.  

ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  Can I touch on 

that a little bit?  

MR. YANDRICK:  Sure.  

ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  Because right 

now, you're correct.  It's not part of the adult 

marijuana, of course, it's separate under the 2006 

Marihuana Act, Michigan Medical Marihuana Act, 

caregivers.  But there was a case involving Byron 

Township where the question whether or not the State 

Medical Marihuana Act preempted local regulation of 

caregivers.  
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And so, you -- as a public body, as 

the Planning Commission, and the City Council, you 

could coregulate the location of caregivers in a 

similar way.  I mean, they're -- and what I mean by 

that, in Byron Township, what they did was they 

basically restricted caregivers to home-based 

businesses, and then home-based businesses were 

located how they were located.  And so there is a 

basis for doing that.  

And the thing about caregivers is that 

they have to be registered with the State, one.  

Number two, they can grow up to 12 plants per 

patient, up to five patients, and another 12 for 

themselves as well, and they all have to be 

separated.  And so there is -- and they have to be 

in a locked facility.  

So, there are certain requirements, 

under State law, that the caregivers must follow.  

But you can also -- for example, if you had a 

caregiver that wanted to locate in the commercial 

area, you might want to say no.  

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  We don't have 

that in our ordinance -- 

ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  You don't have 

that -- 
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MR. YANDRICK:  Not in this ordinance.  

I think there's consideration for a separate 

ordinance, but not at this time.  

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  I guess let 

me do a little active listening here.  I have looked 

at the proposed adult ordinance and then the zoning 

ordinances as being a system where there's interplay 

back and forth with both of them.  And as I read 

through the adult ordinance, looking at his desire 

to provide for safety, and regulation, and promotion 

of the health and wellbeing of the City as a whole, 

with the zoning ordinance supporting that -- now, 

that's the way I came off of looking at that.  

And I kind of looked at our piece of 

that being providing input back to the City Council 

in regards to the zoning ordinance about how well 

the zoning ordinance would fulfill their stated 

desires as put forth in their adult marijuana use 

ordinance.  That's where I was.  And to that extent, 

I really wanted to understand the adult use 

marihuana ordinance.  For instance, on page 9 of 

that adult ordinance, which could relate back to 

landscaping and other things, there are some 

specific notes on the hours of operation.  And I'm 

saying okay, there's certain facilities where hours 
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of operations are called out.  What about the other 

-- what about the other facilities?  

Now, I'm not a marihuana operation 

expert and stuff, and I real quickly looked at the 

State and I didn't see anything there, but I'm just 

wondering if that's something we need to keep in 

mind as we do look at the zoning ordinance, the 

hours of operations of all of these facilities, and 

maybe what types of physical barriers and other 

things we may need to use to support those hours of 

operation.  

And maybe we actually need to call out 

limitations on certain hours of operation, I don't 

know; or maybe we let it -- let it be open, and we 

just look at the facilities to promote those hours 

of operation; or maybe the hours of operations are 

already called out and I just don't know.  So, what 

I was asking for is further clarification on page 9 

where it talks about the hours of operation, this is 

part of the adult marijuana ordinance.  It -- 

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  If I could try 

to answer that.  So, I think retail and lounges are 

really the ones that you would worry about.  The 

others -- a grow is 24/7, there's really no hours or 

reason to change those.  But, you know, you may not 
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want -- well, retail is only going to be the 

downtown area, correct?  Or I'm sorry, consumption 

lounges are only going to be downtown.  

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  As currently 

proposed. 

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  So, they're 

probably going to have the same limits as a bar.  

So, it could be a 2:00 in the morning type of thing 

and I think it's okay.  But if it's in your back 

neighborhood, that would be a different thing.  

Retail, I think it's, what, 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 or 

something like that.  So, I don't think anyone is 

opening at 7:00 a.m. for cannabis, but, 10:00, I 

think, right now is the limit, whether that's 

necessary.  

But I think -- to answer to your 

question, I think they are in here, other than the 

grow, the processing, and the transport.  

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  I'd like to 

see.  And on that section on page 9, what are the 

two facilities that are called out?  That was just 

one question I had. 

ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  The two 

facilities, the social equity and the -- 

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  Microphone.  
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ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  -- retailers -- 

social equity retail --

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  Can you 

please turn on your microphone?  

ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  Oh, I'm sorry.  

On page 9, there is -- retail establishments and 

social equity retailers are closed between 

10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.  That's what's called out.  

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  So, as we 

talk about the facilities that allow the use of 

marihuana within them, I don't think that's covered, 

is it?  

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  That's the -- 

that's the lounge, but those are only in the 

downtown.  They're similar to a bar.  I think that 

is called out to 2:00 in the morning, correct?

ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  Correct.  The 

assumption -- the designated conception 

establishments currently, as indicated by President 

McGuinness, that those are -- they're currently 

limited to the downtown adult -- downtown adult 

overlay.  And they are open through -- I think -- 

so, we did have some discussion with administration.  

We did not put in there a time limitation for 

consumption lounges.  
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And that may be a subject that the 

City Council would want to address, the idea being 

that -- it just didn't -- didn't need to be 

regulated at that point.  But we -- that's one 

point.  You called that out and you pointed it out.  

We could, yeah, bring that to the attention of the 

City Council and -- 

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  Let me back 

up and say that reading this adult use marijuana 

ordinance and this overlaying it on top of the 

zoning ordinance, I have a much better appreciation 

of what we were doing than the previous ordinance 

that we had.  This is kind of -- you know, I can 

kind of see how it's fitting together.  

So, the other item -- I had two other 

questions, really, about the renewal process that's 

called out in the -- this is on page 10.  It talks 

about an annual fee for the permit.  I'm just 

wondering if that renewal process -- how stringent 

that's going to be.  I wasn't sure it would be as 

stringent as the initial licensing process.  

And the reason that was important for 

me, we never got any marihuana operations going in 

Pontiac.  So, we don't have a lot of information 

about pluses or minuses.  
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And I was happy to see how -- how, you 

know, all of the requirements, which I think pretty 

much mirrored the medical marihuana requirements 

plus a few more, I see some things in here about 

social equity and specific about -- but, there's one 

item in here about having an annual meeting -- 

certain facilities having to have an annual meeting 

to get feedback, I think, from the residents within 

1,500 feet of the facility.  They have to give 

notice of this annual meeting to these residents 

within 1,500 feet, to the City clerk, and to 

neighborhood organizations, which raised the 

question of what's the definition of a neighborhood 

organization, and is there a list of neighborhood 

organizations.  

But I was happy to see that feedback 

loop folded into the plan that the -- of the persons 

having to submit during their application.  And then 

I was wondering if there's some steps to followup, 

to collect that feedback as part of their renewal 

process.  And I was not clear how that was going to 

operate.  

ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  You described 

exactly why -- during the renewal process, the 

intent of the adult use marihuana ordinance is to 
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look back at some of those plans that were submitted 

as an application, because when they're applying, 

you're actually trying to predict what you're going 

to do; here's our plan for communication and 

outreach, here's our plan for social equity, here's 

our plan for utilizing -- to the extent, legally, 

that we can encourage businesses to utilize city 

residents -- or employ city residents, those kinds 

of things are things that -- the intent is to be 

able to have that data at the time of renewal, and 

hold some of these establishments to those kinds of 

plans that they've indicated.  After all, they get 

awarded points based on how comprehensive their 

plans are going to be, and that's how they get 

graduated, if they're going to receive -- ultimately 

receive a permit from the City.  

You make a very good point.  We could 

go back and those are -- and maybe look at those a 

little carefully so perhaps they can be clarified a 

little bit more, and we'll probably take that back 

to the -- we should take that back to the City 

Council on that point.  

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  It has to be 

objective, right?  So they say, hey, we're going to 

give $20,000 a year or $50,000 a year to the parks, 
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and they give $2,000, that's --

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  Or zero, if 

that's -- 

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  That's a real 

thing.  But you can't say, well, I walked by it and 

there was -- I smelled somebody smoking, so we 

should take their license away.  But that's a 

violation.  So, that might be a violation from the 

State or the City, but what you just said I think 

has got to be objective, right?  So, if they say 

they're going to do something, yes, you got to hold 

their feet to that fire.  

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  And I was 

wondering about this thing, neighborhood 

organizations.  I didn't see that defined in the 

definitions.  And that could get really wild.  I 

mean -- yeah.  And is there a list?  Is there a 

definition of what a neighborhood organization is?  

And then, given that definition, is there a list of 

who the approved organizations are, and who these -- 

who these different entities would have to notify of 

the meeting, that whole sort of thing.  

And that was basically it.  I mean, I 

looked at the ordinance, I said, well, taking off my 

regulatory hat and putting on my resident's hat and 
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-- and, you know, having been in Pontiac for a long 

time and stuff, it's like oh, gosh, we've got this 

use, it needs a different -- what would we call the 

-- where you can actually smoke the --

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  Consumption 

lounge.

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  Consumption 

lounge.  I read that and went oh, gosh, is this 

going to be like China after the opium wars and 

stuff or something?  I said, okay, look at the rest 

of the -- look at the rest of the ordinance.  And I 

do see some feedback loops in this ordinance.  

The only other thing I might 

recommend, the language about marihuana being an 

issue for ladies who are pregnant and possible 

damage to the fetus, that information having to be 

posted, maybe give some consideration to secondhand 

smoke.  You know, particularly with parents who 

might have children.  I mean, not to say you can 

prohibit it.  I mean, we don't prohibit secondhand 

smoke from cigarettes. 

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  Or electronic 

cigarettes, yeah.  

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  Yeah.  But 

maybe that information might be something that we 
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want to bring up, that parents think about that.  

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  Right.  It's 

just beyond us, and that's a State level.  

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  Yeah.  But 

I'm just thinking that maybe there's something we 

want to advocate for, because that can -- secondhand 

smoke, period, whether it's tobacco or marijuana, it 

can really affect the development of young children.  

And then, we are in an area of a lot 

of asthma.  And I don't know how to handle that.  I 

bring it up.  Is that a deal breaker?  No.  It's 

maybe something that we do later on.  But I think 

behoove us to give some thought, particularly 

thinking about the health and safety of the public 

community.  

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  So, consumption 

lounge is 21 and over.  So, if you're going in there 

with your kids, you're probably maybe not a good 

parent in the first place.  

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  No, I don't 

think they could go in -- 

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  But a pregnant 

woman, that's -- if she wants to be around somebody 

smoking, she probably isn't educated on -- 

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  And I'm not 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

QRS Court Reporting, LLC
800.308.0068

84

sure that that warning is to be -- I think that 

warning is more for the retail area.  I don't know 

if that has to be posted at the consumption lounges 

too.  

ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  I believe that's 

a statutory -- it's right in the statutory --

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  From the 

State?  

ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  State.

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  Yeah.

ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  The language, so 

we can take a look at what you're proposing and 

certainly bring it back to the City Council for 

consideration.  

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  Again, I 

thought this was a step forward for providing some 

feedback, also providing some good starting ground 

rules.  In terms of the regulation, I think this is 

a good step forward.  

And I'm just curious, was this done 

from a template that maybe your firm has?  

ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  No.  

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  No?  Oh.  

Well done.  Seemed to touch on a lot of bases.  I 

thought this had been -- 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

QRS Court Reporting, LLC
800.308.0068

85

ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  It's a product of 

several resources, but, I think it really is a 

product, also, from this body, because we were asked 

to put this together and, you know, it needs to work 

with what you have already in place so that we don't 

have any inconsistencies.  So, this body that 

proposed the language before in your zoning 

ordinance, it's modelled very similar to what you 

already have on your books and follows that same 

report of process.

So, really, this body really should be 

commended in terms of its zoning ordinance.  And of 

course, we've reviewed that and revised it to 

reflect the fact that there's different statutes, so 

forth, but, I'll be working with Mr. Yandrick and we 

will go through, again, the ordinance, and I'm sure 

he's going to have several changes and propose 

several changes.  He may have changes to some of the 

things in the Medical Marijuana Zoning Ordinance as 

well that he can bring back to you, but, I think the 

focus right now is on the adult businesses, so -- 

MR. YANDRICK:  And just a reminder, 

we'll be presenting an ordinance to you from our 

attorney or counsel.  I will be presenting a staff 

report.  
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Now, at the public hearing next month, 

Planning Commission has the ability to modify that 

ordinance if you feel anything, you know, needs 

change because this is a recommendation to City 

Council.  And when City Council sees it, you know, 

sometimes they make significant changes that may 

require either another reading or another public 

hearing.  But for Planning Commission, we will 

present a little bit more detail, a little bit more 

bones on this report, and then you guys will get a 

chance to review and discuss with public comment.  

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  My last 

question is the process for permitting, has the City 

clerk included -- is that -- so everyone is on 

agreement that when the green light is finally 

given, this thing works?  Okay. 

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  That has 

been a very intentional strategy.  And with the 

current Mayor and administration, City Council, and 

clerk's office, we have worked to try and clear the 

obstacles of the past.  And then looking forward, we 

don't want to create obstacles anew for the 

administration of this ordinance, if you will, these 

respective ordinances.  But I hope that this 

Planning Commission has detected, but, just so you 
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know, from the City Council's perspective, we want 

to be smart, we want to move deliberately, and so 

we're not seeking to be hasty, but, we're also 

trying to make sure that this is done by Pontiac 

residents for Pontiac residents, not done to Pontiac 

residents, as was the 2018 ordinance for the medical 

marihuana, which was, you know put to the voters and 

done, and that didn't allow it to be as 

comprehensive and as holistic, as that might have 

prevented some of those roadblocks and barriers that 

made it such a torturous four years.  

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  Constant 

improvement.  Constant improvement. 

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  So, I 

have a question that Mr. Northcross touched on.  

When it comes to this yearly review -- I haven't had 

a chance to go through this in detail yet, but, 

based on this yearly review that's been proposed in 

here, however it happens, if it's one neighbor 

that's notified and they have a conversation with 

this businessowner, is there a possibility that 

someone can lose their license, and what is the 

threshold for that?  Is it a pretty high threshold?  

Is it a very low threshold?  What are we looking at, 

if someone is out there as a businessowner and 
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they're just not that great of a businessowner?  

ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  I think there was 

a good discussion on that last night.  That's a very 

good question, and I think we're working through 

those details at this time as to what would that 

entail.  But the idea, really, is that, as I 

indicated before, that is to hold applicants 

accountable for what they proposed in their 

applicants -- or applications.  That resulted in the 

awarding of a conditional permit and, ultimately, a 

permit.  

One of the things that we need to take 

a look at, perhaps, is timing.  If someone doesn't 

act within a certain period of time, what does that 

mean?  As well as some of those plans that need to 

be submitted. 

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Because 

as Planning Commissioners -- and I'm sure you've 

experienced this in your past -- people will come 

and give us the prettiest picture, and they promise 

us rainbows and the moon too, and then -- 

ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  Unicorns. 

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Exactly.  

And it doesn't quite end up that way.  So, it starts 

out with all great intentions, but then reality 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

QRS Court Reporting, LLC
800.308.0068

89

shows up.  So the initial scoring portion of it is 

completely unto itself, but I'm talking about real 

time reality.  

ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  I think there's 

some belts and suspenders with the State law, 

because they have to go through that process with 

the State as well.  And so, they're dependent on 

getting a local license, and the State inquires 

whether or not they have the local license or permit 

in the case of City of Pontiac.  So if they're not 

in compliance, that's the opportunity to hold these 

permittees, you know, accountable, and if they're 

not, there's a process for revocation, there's a 

process for someone appealing that revocation, and 

then there's a process for handling that from a 

litigation standpoint, so -- 

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Okay.  

Great.  That helps.

And then the other question I have, 

just on the first couple pages of the memo, the 

number of permits, there are several things that 

don't have a limit.  Why is that?  

ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  The market will 

dictate whether or not there's going to be a number 

of growers, transporters, processors.  And also, how 
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they're zoned and where they can be located within 

the City is going to also govern it.  So, that is 

why they're unlimited.  In fact, in some 

communities, the retailers are unlimited.  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Okay.

ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  There are cities 

that have an unlimited amount, but they limit 

further where they can be located.  So, the market 

really dictates.  And the City might very well see 

that -- that happen.  Even though there's 20 

proposed retailer licenses that could be granted, 

you know, and the number of micro and Class A micro 

businesses and so forth, the market has a way of 

working its way.  If there's a greater demand and a 

need, the City will have that ability to address 

that.  But the market won't likely result in that.  

There's a -- we had, in the original 

ordinance, micro business and Class A micro 

business.  And one of the questions was why don't we 

limit a micro business and just stick with Class A?  

Well, because what the market is figuring out today 

is, you know, the number of plants that a micro 

business could grow is just not profitable.  It's 

not -- it's not something somebody is going to do.  

And so they created this new category at the State 
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level.

So, this is evolving, to some degree, 

because of the market.  And you may see considerable 

changes in what may take place in, ultimately, the 

end.  It's just -- and that's partly why, also, you 

have the overlay districts modeled after the overlay 

districts of the medical marihuana facilities, 

because I think many -- you know, at the end of the 

day, the market is going to dictate whether or not 

medical marihuana facilities might go forward if 

they have to compete with adult use marihuana 

businesses.  But there's still a market for medical 

marihuana.  There could be, yeah.  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  So, you 

had mentioned the -- I think it's the excess 

growers, Class C, up to five licenses, 10,000 

plants; am I repeating accurate information?  

ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  Correct. 

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Overall, 

what does that mean to me as a residents; is that a 

lot of plants?  It sounds like a lot to me.  I don't 

really --

ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  So, I am -- I 

will not profess to be the marihuana expert.  I work 

with -- 
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MR. YANDRICK:  We should have asked 

you to bring a sample in when we (inaudible).

ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  I am not -- I 

don't know what is a lot of plants and I don't know 

-- I can't answer that question.  My colleague, 

Chuck Murphy, who, most of his practice is -- 95 

percent deals with marihuana, but I -- I would 

assume 10,000 plants is a lot of plants, so -- 

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Yeah.  

So, is that something we -- should we make -- limit 

it to -- can we limit it?  

ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  I think that's 

really the prerogative of City Council, maybe, in 

terms of how they want to regulate what businesses 

may be permitted and how they're going to be 

permitted here.  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Okay.  I 

think that's all I have for the moment.  Did you 

have anything, Vernita?  

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  I'm just 

listening.  I think we all are learning and trying 

to work through this.  But I -- the key for me, if I 

were anywhere close to a neighborhood or a growth 

facility would be communication.  I would say also, 

I think that's just the way I live and work, just 
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being honest with people and just communicating.  I 

think that's going -- naysayers, if they're for it 

or against it, communication is going to be key 

regardless.  And I think it really kind of helps 

give people some respect for a business they don't 

even appreciate or like or, you know, get themselves 

involved in or partake in, but, if you respect them 

with communication, I think that's going to go a 

long way.  That's all I have.

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Yes, 

Mike?  

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  And to 

Commissioner Shepard's point about the objectivity 

of that annual review of, you know, sort of the 

business continuing and getting renewal, I think 

that code violations are worth considering, and I 

would encourage -- like, nearby residents, like, 

this place is a mess, you know, they're totally out 

of control, report that to the City of Pontiac so 

that way it can be documented and dealt with at the 

time.  

We could see if it might just be a 

situation of a customer has done something untoward 

and the business then quickly resolves it.  That -- 

you know, let the record reflect.  But if you come 
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after one year and say I hate it, it's terrible, and 

it's not been documented, it's not been tracked, 

it's not been -- haven't gotten an opportunity to 

acknowledge, address, and correct it, but, I mean we 

might find that a -- you know, a retailer has had 

150 violations in the last 365 days.  That would 

give us a very clear picture about the caliber and 

the nature of them being a responsible steward of 

this opportunity to exist in our community.  

So, I just want to offer that up for 

the community that don't wait until the year is up 

and then say I don't like it.  Please, when there's 

something objectively problematic, that you please 

report it.  And it can be followed up on, 

investigated, you know, have it flagged, give them 

the opportunity to fix it, ticket it if not, et 

cetera, et cetera.  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Okay.  

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  Very 

substantive conversation.  Well done. 

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Yes, 

thank you, everybody. 

ATTORNEY COLAIANNE:  I hoped I 

answered most of your questions.  If there's 

anything, you certainly can send your inquiries to 
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Mark, and he can get them to me, and I'm glad to 

answer any questions you have. 

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  Thank you. 

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Thank you 

for your time tonight.  We appreciate you being 

here.  

All right.  So, we can now move on to 

our next item, which is the selection of our new 

chairperson, because we lost our Ashley Fegley.  She 

needed to step down as our Chair.  So -- 

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  I think we got 

one.  Yep.  I'm fine.  

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  I second 

that motion.  Are you okay with it?  

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  I make a 

motion and second it --

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  Can we adjourn 

now?  I mean --

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  Mr. 

Northcross, are you comfortable with being Vice 

Chair?  

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  If y'all 

are, I am.  I'll serve.  

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  Roll call, 

please.  
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COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  We'll make a 

move and support on the first, and then a move and 

support on the second, I imagine.  

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  I think Ms. 

Duvall is --

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  I make a motion 

that our current Interim Chair, Mona, is the 

continuing Chair, and full essence of the word 

"Chair."  

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  Second.  I 

second that.  

MR. YANDRICK:  So, we're doing two 

different motions this evening?  

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  Yes.

MR. YANDRICK:  All right.  So, 

Parlove?  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Yes.  

MR. YANDRICK:  Shepard?  

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  Yes.  

MR. YANDRICK:  Northcross?  

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  Yes.  

MR. YANDRICK:  McGuinness?  

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  Yes.  

MR. YANDRICK:  Duvall?  

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  Yes to approve.  
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MR. YANDRICK:  All right.

 AYES:  Parlove, Shepard, Northcross,

  Duvall, McGuinness.  

NAYS: (None.)  

ABSTAIN: (None.)

MOTION CARRIES 5-0-0 

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  And I now also 

make a motion that Christopher Northcross is our 

Vice Chair.  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  I 

support.  

MR. YANDRICK:  All right.  Parlove?  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Yes.  

MR. YANDRICK:  Shepard?  

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  Yes.  

MR. YANDRICK:  Northcross?  

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  Yes.  

MR. YANDRICK:  McGuinness?  

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  Yes.  

MR. YANDRICK:  Duvall?  

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  Yes to approve.  

 AYES:  Parlove, Shepard, Northcross,

  Duvall, McGuinness.  

NAYS: (None.)  

ABSTAIN: (None.)
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MOTION CARRIES 5-0-0 

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS: 

Congratulations.  Thank you both for your 

willingness to serve. 

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Yes, 

thank you.  

MR. YANDRICK:  We should just say, 

publically, we thank the Commissioner Fegley for her 

time and service, especially as a subject matter 

expert for this Commission over the years.  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  

Absolutely.  Such a great subject matter expert.

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  She will be 

missed.  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  And if 

she wants to come back and visit any time, we'll 

pull up a chair for her.  So, thank you.  

Now, we are onto public comment, and I 

don't see anybody here. 

MR. YANDRICK:  If I may, just under 

this section, I just want to introduce myself.  

My name is Mark Yandrick, I am the 

planning manager replacing Vern for the City of 

Pontiac.  I'm very excited to be here.  This is my 

fourth week.  I'm always going to remember my first 
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Planning Commission meeting discussing marihuana at 

this time.  

So -- but I'm -- you know, I have a 

lot of experience in local government, in planning, 

and also in GIS.  And so, really -- and some of 

those are actually process improvements.  So, I'm 

very much looking forward to working at a stop level 

with customers, working with Planning Commission, 

our planning and economic subcommittee, and our 

other Boards and Commissions, really, on asking the 

right questions and having the right conversations.  

You know, in a few months, I really 

anticipate sharing a process for our master plan 

update, and really moving forward with that.  And 

I'm very excited with the energy that's here, I 

think we should leverage those community partners we 

have, and there's things that we can really build 

upon now that we're taking the right steps forward.  

So -- 

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Can you 

give us a little more background about where -- 

where are you from?  

MR. YANDRICK:  Yeah.  So, the last 14 

and a half years, I've worked for Centerville High.  

It is a suburb of Dayton, but also 40 miles from 
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downtown Cincinnati.  And the City is a little 

smaller, but has a historic district.  This is just 

a larger version, really, of where I come from.  

And so really been involved with some 

master planning, and working with transportation, 

and dealing with site area plans.  And so, really a 

lot of experience.  While you guys as a Board don't 

see Planning Commission -- variances, one of my 

Planning Commission members who -- they were BZA -- 

actually wrote the book on variances in Ohio.  So, 

I'm used to actually getting some lessons, whether 

it be at staff level or applicants, really 

determining what is -- what really is a hardship and 

whatnot.  

But my goal is I want to make it 

easier to do business with the City of Pontiac, and 

I think a lot of people share that vision.  And I 

think it's just working with the team downstairs at 

a staff level, and working with the Boards and 

Commissions so we can find the right solutions for 

this community.  

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  Got a question 

for you.  I know going into a difficult city -- you 

got that experience in Ohio, going to a different 

city, different map, how are you approaching this 
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with just new eyes and -- 

MR. YANDRICK:  The term I'm using is 

sponge.  I mean, I'm really -- I'm learning anything 

that I can, listening to everything I can, I am 

meeting as many people as possible.  I like 

engagement, I like relationships, and sometimes you 

need to build relationships even if you don't need 

that relationship right now.  

And so I'm one of those people that I 

do love to get out in the community. 

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  Good.  

MR. YANDRICK:  I have been around the 

City with some staff members.  There's still a lot 

to tour here.  But I think with the applications 

that we have coming forward, there will be 

opportunities to get out and about and move forward.  

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  Okay.  Welcome 

aboard.  

MR. YANDRICK:  And I will say that 

this is -- marihuana is not the only thing we will 

have for January.  We've got some items in the 

pipeline, and I'm very excited to move forward.

And I also shared this with our new 

Chairperson, Ms. Parlove, that we are starting a 

pre-application meeting with almost every 
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application that comes to the Planning Commission.  

Really, I think it gives Planning Commission key 

feedback from those agencies, and I think our goal 

is to make this a cleaner process to make it easier 

to review.  And if there is an issue, just focus on 

that issue and not have a plan that might be messy, 

or have a litany of issues.  

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  I want to 

welcome you to the City of Pontiac.  We're very 

blessed to have your experience and your service and 

leadership.  I do want to celebrate the many years 

that Donovan Smith gave to the City of Pontiac as 

well.  He was with us at last month's Planning 

Commission meeting -- or did we cancel that one?  

Two months ago.  So, he was with us in October, and 

I want to salute his service.  

I want to make sure that this 

Commission also knows that the City has enlisted the 

professional services of Carlisle/Wortman 

Associates.  They are a professional planning firm, 

so they just are helping the community development 

department, the planning division, make sure that 

we're moving expeditiously.  And I've worked with 

them in other municipalities, they're very sharp.  

And my understanding is that the "Carlisle" of 
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Carlisle/Wortman has been assigned to this book of 

business, which is really promising.  

So, I just wanted to raise that, 

because it was something that the Mayor has 

implemented in recent weeks that City Council has 

authorized, and it directly intersects with our area 

of action.  And I think it's a very positive step 

for the City, making sure that, as the staff 

transitions happen, that we didn't lose momentum and 

lose ground.

MR. YANDRICK:  And we appreciate the 

Council's support for that.  And I can confirm, I've 

been working directly with Dick Carlisle, it's been 

great to work with him.  It's been mostly in plan 

review, but, there's been some considerations for a 

zoning audit.  We may consider a -- staff may 

propose a zoning ordinance amendment in 2023 that 

really cleans things up.  I don't think it's going 

to be a wholesale change, but I think there's some 

fundamental things that I'm finding, and I think 

that Dick is seeing at a high-level that I think can 

help us move forward, just give us the tools we need 

to move forward.

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  We 

appreciate that.  We've been in meetings multiple 
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times, haven't we, Mr. Northcross, where we said 

"How are we supposed to get this done?"  

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  And the City 

is taking off.  I was at that lakeside presentation 

at the Marriott. 

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  For Crystal 

Lake.  

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  For Crystal 

Lake, yeah.  That's coming in.  And I imagine it's 

other things coming down the road, and all of these 

improvements we're starting to make in the 

transportation.  And then there's the Oakland County 

transportation millage that passed, that I don't 

know what their plans are, but certainly, if we have 

a needs list within the City, let's throw that in, 

and then just however we need -- wherever we need to 

support that.  I mean, this thing is all over.  

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  You're so 

excited, he can barely sit in his seat.  Segue, he 

can barely sit in his seat.  

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  My two 

memberships with the Engineering Society of Detroit 

and the Society of Automotive Engineers, and from 

there, I get these great news feeds about all of the 

things that are happening.  I mean, it is just 
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fantastic on one hand; and then on the other hand, 

I'm sitting there saying, are we ready for that?  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  I don't 

think we have a choice.  

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  We have to be 

ready.  

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  Being in the 

heart of Oakland County, I think we've got a chance 

to leverage a lot of things to get what we need very 

quickly and to help a lot of people, both in Pontiac 

and around Pontiac -- 

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  You should run 

for Mayor.  

COMMISSIONER McGUINNESS:  No 

campaigning allowed at the public -- 

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  I'm sorry.  I'm 

sorry.  I'm sorry.

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  The City 

Council and the Mayor we got work.

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  Good.

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  And you know 

what they say about something, if it works?  

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  Keep it going.

COMMISSIONER NORTHCROSS:  Keep it 

going.
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MR. YANDRICK:  If I may just finalize 

out, I'm going to be working with our new 

Chairperson on really communicating monthly with 

what's coming up, and have her be able to anticipate 

what you guys need as a Commission.  So, definitely, 

if you don't already have that relationship with 

Mona, continue to ask questions as things are coming 

forward, and I'll be working with her.  

In addition to that, we will be 

looking at training opportunities for the Planning 

Commission, you know, over the next few months, and 

really evaluating.  So, if there's any specific 

things you'd like to see, let me know, because I 

think that we can find the proper training for that.  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  Thank 

you.  Thank you for being here, we appreciate it.  

MR. YANDRICK:  No problem.  

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  All 

right.  Then, with that being said, I would like to 

receive a motion for adjournment.  

COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  I make a motion 

for adjournment.  

COMMISSIONER SHEPARD:  Support. 

ACTING CHAIRPERSON PARLOVE:  All 

right.  Thank you.  All in favor?  
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COMMISSIONER DUVALL:  No roll call.

(All ayes.)

(Meeting adjourned at or about the 

hour of 8:00 p.m.) 

Minutes certified by:

_____________________________________

/s/ Quentina Rochelle Snowden, CSR-5519
QRS Court Reporting, LLC
800.308.0068, 810.691.4226

 Dated:  December 22, 2022 



Resolution of the Pontiac City Council 
 

 
 

 

23-33  Resolution to request the City Planning Commission to consider within the 

proposed zoning amendments to the city zoning ordinance an Adult-Use Marihuana Business 

overlay district that includes those properties within the city located along Woodward avenue 

between Auburn rd./Orchard lake rd. & Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard South 

(“Woodward Gateway Overlay District #4”). Moved by Councilperson McGuinness and second by 

Councilperson Nicholson. 

 

IT HEREBY RESOLVED that City Council requests the City Planning Commission to consider within 

the proposed zoning amendments to the City Zoning Ordinance, an Adult-Use Marihuana Business 

Overlay District that includes those properties in the City that are located along Woodward Avenue 

between Auburn Road/Orchard Lake Road and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard South ("Woodward 

Gateway Overlay District No. 4"). 

 

  Ayes: Carrington, Goodman, James, McGuinness, Nicholson and Parker 

  No: None 

  Abstain: Rutherford. 

  Resolution Passed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Mark Yandrick 
Planning Manager 
myandrick@pontiac.mi.us 
248-758-2824 

 
 
 
 
 

TO: Planning Commission 

Community Development 
Department 

Planning Division 
47450 Woodward Avenue 

Pontiac, MI 48342 

 

FROM: Mark Yandrick, Planning Manager 

CC: Joseph W. Colaianne, Consultant Attorney for the City of Pontiac 

DATE: January 23, 2023 

RE: Staff Report: Adult-Use Marihuana Zoning Text Amendments 
 
 

Executive Summary: 
City Staff proposes Zoning Code Text Amendments to permit Adult-Use Marihuana land uses within the 
City of Pontiac. These regulations follow a similar template to the Medical Marihuana regulations that 
were previously adopted by City Council in 2019. 

Staff recommends approval of these text amendments with one condition. 

Overview: 
City Council approved Resolution 22-189 on July 5, 2022, directing City Administration to draft a 
Municipal Code and Zoning Code ordinance for regulated sales of recreational marijuana (hereby known 
as Adult-Use Marihuana) in Pontiac. This resolution was adopted to highlight support for the exploration 
of ordinances permitting and regulating Adult-Use Marihuana land uses in the City. 

 
City Council is concurrently considering amendments to the Pontiac Municipal Code. Both the proposed 
Municipal Code and Zoning Code amendments aim to adopt home-rule regulations for the City of 
Pontiac, that follows the guidelines of the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marijuana Act of 2018. 

 
City Administration and Staff’s goal is to create regulations similar to the City’s Medical Marijuana 
regulations, that which were passed by referendum in 2018, including the three (3) overlay districts. 
Because the City is initiating these amendments, as opposed to a referendum created by outside special 
interest groups, there is more flexibility to create a new ordinance that aligns the regulations with the 
City’s vision and goals, and restricts the majority of the land uses to the three (3) overlay districts. Only 
the Class A Microbusiness may request a Special Exception in the C-1, C-3, and C-4 zoning districts. 

 
Proposal: 
The proposed amendment includes the creation of the following nine (9) Adult-Use Marihuana uses. 

1. Consumption Lounges 
2. Grower Facility 
3. Class A Microbusiness 
4. Processor 
5. Retailer 
6. Social Equity retailer 
7. Safety Compliance Facility 
8. Secure Transporter 

mailto:myandrick@pontiac.mi.us


9. Temporary Marihuana Event 
 

The Adult-Use Marihuana Overlay Districts are identical in area to the Medical Marihuana Overlay 
Districts. These three (3) districts, which include the C-2 Downtown Overlay District, the East Walton 
Overlay District, and the Cesar Chavez Overlay District are shown on the maps within the ordinance. 

 
Consumption Lounges and Temporary Marihuana may only seek approval in the C-2 Downtown Overlay 
District. Grower Facilities and Processors may only seek approval in the East Walton and Cesar Chavez 
overlay districts. The remaining four (4) land uses may seek approval in each of the three overlay districts. 

 
All uses must seek a Special Exception approval from Planning Commission except for the Temporary 
Marihuana Event, which only requires licensing from the Pontiac Clerk of Council and any necessary 
zoning and building approvals. 

 
The regulations also regulate security, space separation, prohibiting nuisance, disposal of water, licensing, 
signage, colocation, building design and site sign. 

 
 

Changes to the Text Amendments from December 5, 2022, Planning Commission Information Session 
Staff made a few changes in the text amendment since the December 5, 2022 Planning Commission 
meeting and January 4, 2023 packet, where the proposed ordinance was shared in an informational 
session.   A summary of significant changes include: 

 
• Land Use charts are added to the Text Amendments. This includes the creation of the new Table 

2.2, which identifies the overall districts each use may apply for a Special Exception permit.  The 
number of uses per overlay district include limitations of the number of establishment per overlay 
district. 
 

• Class A Microbusinesses are further restricted to only the three (3) overlay districts.  Previously, 
they were permitted in the Corridor Commercial (C-3) and Light Manufacturing (M-1) zoning 
district. 

 
• Restrictions for Caregivers have been added to the ordinance.  There has not been an ordinance 

previously, effectively allowing it by state statute.   This proposal restricts the use to the Industrial 
Park (IP-1) and Light Manufacturing (M-1). The idea behind restricting caregivers is that these 
regulations are hoping to incentivize growers, retail, and other marihuana businesses in the City.  
Note that parties are only considered Caregivers when they grow medical marihuana for others.  
From state law, those growing for only themselves with a limit 12 plants would be permitted in 
residential areas and this proposal does not amend the self-growing capability.    

 
• This proposal was modified for the bufferyard between churches, schools, and parks that the 

calculation will use a parcel-to-parcel distance instead of the centerline, which was used in the 
Medical Marihuana ordinances.   A parcel-to-parcel measurement is more effective and easier 
calculation of ensuring that properties within 500’ or 1000’ are accurately reflected in this 
bufferyard. 

 
• Requirement that each Adult-Use Marihuana established and Caregiver must be able to provide an 

inspection at any time by City officials.  Failure to comply with the inspection or to pass an 
inspection allows the City to use zoning police powers to suspend operations until the site is 
brought back into compliance 

 
• Staff also added the following three (3) items to the Text Amendments for a site design that regulates 



the Adult-Use Marihuana properties. These regulations ensure the use protects neighboring properties 
and maintains health, safety, welfare, and aesthetics within the City of Pontiac. 

 The Average (0.5 footcandles) and minimum (0.3 footcandles) lighting levels are 
established for a site for any paved area or sidewalk. These regulations are more 
specific than the regulations of the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marijuana Act 
of 2018. 

 Sites that are adjacent to properties zoned R-1, R-1a, R-1b, and R-2, which are 
primarily for single and two-family residential homes need to establish the landscape 
bufferyard and install landscaping between the subject site of the Adult-Use 
Marihuana business and those adjacent properties. The required landscaping is the 
same regulations as any new business developing a site in the City. If the parking lot or 
development already encroaches into this bufferyard, they need to install the 
bufferyard. This may include removing portions of the parking lot to establish the 
bufferyard landscaping. Existing buildings and utility cabinets are exempt from this 
bufferyard requirement as it would be burdensome to 

 Windows for an Adult-Use Marihuana building should be limited in the percentage of 
windows that are blacked out or covered due to the marijuana operation, particularly 
along the public street. This regulation may conflict with State requirements that 
require opaque windows.  Because of this, Planning Commission in the Site Plan and 
Special Exception process may look for alternative architecture elements in lieu of 
windows.  

 
Signage: 
While there are some limitations to images and wording of Adult-Use Marihuana signage, the signage 
generally conforms to the general sign code, Chapter 5 of the City.   Note that there are certain 
bufferyards of adult-use marihuana away from schools and daycare 
 
Additional Analysis: 
Community Economic Benefits: 
For similar reasons to medical marihuana, the economic benefit from these new medical marihuana 
businesses will generate, increased revenue to the City through medical marihuana application fees and 
excise, sales, income and property taxes. These revenues may fund City services for the betterment of 
the entire community. Adult-Use Marihuana facilities would open the doors to new businesses, jobs, 
and opportunities and spur development/redevelopment opportunities in areas in need of revitalization 
and investment. Additionally, when we studied the City’s Tax Increment Finance Authority [TIFA] 
Development Areas we identified significant economic benefits to locate medical marihuana facilities 
within the TIFA 3 Development Area to increase revenues to pay down outstanding debt. 

 
The Overlay Districts 
The Adult-Use Marihuana Overlay Districts are identical to the Medical Marihuana Overlay Districts. 
These three (3) districts, which include the C-2 Downtown Overlay District, the East Walton Overlay 
District, and the Cesar Chavez Overlay District, were identified for the Medical Marihuana legislation for 
the following reasons: 

• Significant number of properties zoned C-2, C-3, M-1, and M-2; 
• Marihuana businesses are appropriate land uses and compatible with current businesses; 
• A sound, sustainable approach to centralize marihuana businesses to encourage further 

private and public investment; 
• Marihuana businesses would be located on either an MDOT state trunkline [Cesar Chavez] 

or a Major Road [Walton Boulevard]; 
• The roads have sufficient capacity to handle additional traffic; 
• Marihuana businesses in these corridors will have minimal impact on residential neighbors; 

 



• Corridors are fully serviced by utilities/infrastructure with sufficient capacity, and; 
• Police and fire will have quick access with minimal response time to the overlay districts. 

 
Summary: 
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment establishes the three (3) Adult-Use Marihuana 
Overlay Districts [AUMOD] and creates nine (9) land uses for Adult-Use Marihuana in the City of 
Pontiac. Each use needs to obtain a conditional and final licensing approval from the City of Pontiac 
Clerk of Council office and receive Special Exception approval from Planning Commission to operate in 
the desired location, before receiving zoning and building occupancy approvals, which is standard for 
every business in the City of Centerville. The proximity of the licensed, approved medical marihuana 
facilities by the state of Michigan and the City of Pontiac will have to be more than 1,000 feet from a 
public or private school, and more than 500 feet from a commercial childcare center, a public park with 
playground equipment, or a tax-exempt religious institution. Additionally, the use needs to establish a 
safe amount of lighting, landscaping and architecture while providing a certain minimum coverage, 
established by each Adult-Use Marihuana land use, for the aesthetic of windows. 

 
These amendments aim to provide the community economic benefits, while the location primarily in 
overlay districts established areas of best siting that limit the impact to neighboring residential 
communities. The site design standards protect the health, safety, welfare, and aesthetics of the 
neighborhoods and corridors surrounding each business. 

 
Recommendation: 
City Staff recommends APPROVAL of this ordinance with the following one condition for this Zoning Code 
Text Amendment for Adult-Use Marihuana in the City of Pontiac. 

1.  The Municipal Attorney may amend this proposed Text Amendment before it’s presented to 
City Council to align the Zoning Text Amendments with any Municipal Code Amendments to the 
Adult-Use Marihuana Ordinance. 

 
Planning Commission is the recommending body for a Zoning Code Text Amendment to City Council, 
which is the deciding body for these applications. 
 
City Council has requested Planning Commission consider the merits of the Woodland Gateway Overlay 
District.  A public hearing needs to be advertised for this before Planning Commission’s 
recommendation includes this area.  The attached memo provides more detail. 
 
Attachments: 
Proposed Ordinance 
Four (4) Adult-Use Marihuana Overlay Districts, including Woodward Gateway Overlay District 
Woodward Gateway Overlay District Memo 
Resolution 23-33, Planning Commission Consideration of Woodward Gateway Overlay District. 
 



 

1 
 

CITY OF PONTIAC 

ORDINANCE NO. #_______ 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CITY OF PONTIAC ZONING ORDINANCE TO INCLUDE 
ADULT-USE MARIHUANA BUSINESSSES IN DESIGNATED OVERLAY DISTRICTS AND 
USES TO INCLUDE:   
 
ARTICLE 2, CHAPTER 1, SECTION 2.101, TABLE 1 ZONING DISTRICTS, SPECIAL 
PURPOSE ZONING DISTRICTS; 
 
ARTICLE 2, CHAPTER 2, SECTION 2.203; SECTION 2.204; SECTION 2.205; and SECTION 
2.303, TABLE 2.1-USES PERMITTED WITHIN ADULT-USE MARIHUANA OVERLAY 
DISTRICTS; AND PRIMARY CAREGIVERS OR CAREGIVERS USE PERMITTED IN ZONING 
DISTRICTS IP-1 AND MP-1 BY SPECIAL EXCEPTION; 
 
ARTICLE 2, CHAPTER 3, SECTION 2.304; SECTION 2.305; SECTION 2.306; SECTION 2.307; 
SECTION 2.308; SECTION 2.309; SECTION 2.310; SECTION 2.311; SECTION 2.312; 
SECTION 2.313; SECTION 2.314, TO AMEND TABLE 2 REFERENCE TO TABLE 2.1 
 
ARTICLE 2 CHAPTER 4; SECTION 2.403; TO AMEND TABLE 2 REFERENCE TO TABLE 2.1 
 
ARTICLE 2 CHAPTER 4; SECTION 2.501; TO AMEND TABLE 2 REFERENCE TO TABLE 2.1 
 
ARTICLE 4, SECTION 2, SECTION 4.206; TO AMEND TABLE 2 REFERENCE TO TABLE 2.1 
 
ARTICLE 4, SECTION 3, SECTION 4.303; TO AMEND TABLE 2 REFERENCE TO TABLE 2.1 
 
ARTICLE 2, CHAPTER 5 – DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS FOR SPECIFIC USES TO ADD 
SECTIONS 2.551 Adult-Use Marihuana Grower Facilities; 2.552 Adult-Use Marihuana 
Processor; 2.553 Adult-Use Marihuana Retailer; Social Equity Retailer; 2.554 Adult-Use 
Class A Microbusiness; 2.555 Adult-Use Marihuana Designated Consumption 
Establishment; 2.556 Adult-Use Marihuana Safety Compliance Facility; 2.557 Adult-Use 
Marihuana Secure Transporter; 2.558 Temporary Marihuana Event; AND 2.559 Primary 
Caregiver or Caregiver; 
 
ARTICLE 3, SPECIAL PURPOSE ZONING DISTRICTS TO ADD CHAPTER 12 – ADULT-USE 
MARIHUANA BUSINESS OVERLAY DISTRICTS; AND 
 
ARTICLE 7 DEFINITIONS TO ADD CHAPTER 2 AND CHAPTER 3, Article 7 – Definitions.  
 

THE CITY OF PONTIAC ORDAINS: 

Article 2, Chapters 1 and 2, Section 2.101 Table 1 and Section 2.303 Table 2, Zoning 
Districts to add: 

 

 



 

2 
 

Abbreviation General Zoning Districts Abbreviation Special Purpose 
Zoning Districts 

To Remain 
The Same 

To Remain The Same -- -- 
-- -- 

AUMOD Adult-Use 
Marihuana 
Overlay District 

Amend Article 2, Chapter 2, Section 2.203,  Permitted Uses By District: 

A.    Uses Permitted in Each District. Except for Adult-Use Marihuana Business uses, 
Table 2 lists the permitted uses in each district. Table 2.1 lists the permitted Adult-Use 
Marihuana Business uses in each Adult-Use Marihuana Overlay Districts as defined in 
this ordinance. Refer to Article 7, Chapter 2 on page 7-5 for definitions of all uses listed in 
the following Table 2 Table 2.1 and Table 2.2. In addition, Primary Caregivers shall be 
permitted by special exception in IP-1 and MP-1 Zoning Districts. 

B.  Development Standards Applicable to Uses. Whenever a specific development 
standard is included for a particular use in Table 2 Table 2.1 or Table 2.2, any 
development must comply with the requirements of the referenced section. All 
development standards are listed in Article 2, Chapter 5. 
 
C.    Footnotes. Refer to the footnotes to the table of permitted uses in Section 2.205. 
Footnotes applicable to each zoning district or category of zoning districts are listed in 
parentheses in the heading of Table 2 Table 2.1 and Table 2.2. 
 
D. Special Purpose Zoning Districts Not Listed in Table 2 Table 2.1. Refer to Article 
3 for the uses and development standards applicable in the special purpose zoning 
districts. Special purpose zoning districts are not listed in Table 2, and include the PURD 
Planned Unit Residential District, R-5 Manufactured Housing District, R-O Recreation-
Open Space District, P-1 Parking District, G-O-T Government Office Technology District, 
C-C Civic Center District, MUD – Mixed Use District, TC Town Center District, and SP 
Special Purpose District. 
 

Amend Article 2, Section 2, Section 2.204 Zoning District Design Standards 
The following Table 2 Table 2.1 lists the uses that may be permitted in each zoning 
district, provided that the development also meets the design and building standards set 
forth for each district in Chapters 3 through 6 of this 0, along with all other development 
standards contained in this Ordinance. For instance, while multiple family apartment 
buildings may be permitted in various zoning districts, each zoning district will have 
different standards for building bulk, location, and design. The customized design 
standards set forth in each zoning district are tailored to the existing and intended 
character of each zoning district, and are further intended to prevent contextually 
inappropriate development from occurring within the City. 

 
Amend Article 2, Chapter 2, Section 2.205 to add Subsection E: 
 

E.   Not more than six (Marihuana) Retailers are to be located in any one of the three 
Adult-Use Marihuana Overlay districts (AUMOD). Not more than two Social Equity 
Retailers are to be located in the three AUMOD.  

 

https://www.codepublishing.com/MI/Pontiac/html/PontiacZO07/PontiacZO07.html
https://www.codepublishing.com/MI/Pontiac/html/PontiacZO07/PontiacZO0702.html
https://www.codepublishing.com/MI/Pontiac/html/PontiacZO02/PontiacZO02.html
https://www.codepublishing.com/MI/Pontiac/html/PontiacZO02/PontiacZO0205.html
https://www.codepublishing.com/MI/Pontiac/html/PontiacZO02/PontiacZO0202.html#2.205
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Amend Article 2, Chapter 2, Section 2.303 Table 2 (Uses Permitted by District). Not more 
than six (6) (Marihuana) Retailers are to be located in any one of the three Adult-Use 
Marihuana Business Overlay Districts; Social Equity Retailers authorized by City 
ordinance are allowed in any one of the three Adult-Use Marihuana Business Overlay 
Districts; five Class A Microbusinesses are allowed in in any one of the three Adult-Use 
Marihuana Business Overlay Districts ; and not more than six Designated Consumption 
Establishments shall be allowed in the C-2 Downtown Adult-Use Marihuana 
Business Overlay District with three Designated Consumption Establishments permitted 
north of Huron Street and three Designated Consumption Establishments permitted south 
of Huron Street; Grower, Safety Compliance Facility, Secure Transporter, are allowed in 
the East Walton Boulevard and Cesar E. Chavez Adult-Use Marihuana Business Overlay 
Districts; Temporary Marihuana Events shall be allowed only in the C-2 Downtown Adult-
Use Marihuana Business Overlay District; and Primary Caregivers or Caregivers, shall be 
located by special exception in the IP-1 and MP-1 Zoning Districts 

 

Table 2 Table 2.1 Uses Permitted by District 

Commercial, Office, and Service Uses 

 
Residential 

Districts 
Commercial Districts 

Industrial 

Districts 

 

 R-1 R-2 R-3 C-0 C-1 C-2 C-3 C-4 M-1 M-2 IP-1  

Adult-Use Marihuana 

Consumption Lounge 
           

Section 

2.555 

Adult-Use Marihuana Grower 

Facility 
           

Section 

2.551 

Adult-Use Marihuana Class A 

Microbusiness 
           Section 

2.554 

Adult-Use Marihuana Processor            Section 

2.552 

Adult-Use Marihuana Retailer or 

Social Equity Retailer 
           Section 

2.553 

Adult-Use Marihuana Safety  

Compliance Facility 
           

Section 

2.556 

Adult-Use Marihuana Secure 

Transporter 
           

Section 

2.557 
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 R-1 R-2 R-3 C-0 C-1 C-2 C-3 C-4 M-1 M-2 IP-1 
 

Adult-Use Marihuana Temporary 

Marihuana Event 
           

Section 

2.558 

Caregiver         

  
   

 
 

  
   

 

Section 

2.559 

 

 

Table 2.2, Adult Marihuana Uses By Overlay District, Including Limits Per Overlay District 

 Adult-Use Marihuana Overlay Districts (AUMOD) 

 
Downtown 

Overlay  

Cesar E. 

Chavez 

Overlay  

East Walton 

Overlay 

 

Adult-Use Marihuana Consumption 

Lounge 

 O 
3 – N of Huron 
3 – S of Huron 

  
Section 

2.555 

Adult-Use Marihuana Grower 

Facility 
 

O 
3 

O 
3 

Section 

2.551 

Adult-Use Marihuana Class A 

Microbusiness 

O 
3 

O 
1 

O 
1 

Section 

2.554 

Adult-Use Marihuana Processor  
O 
3 

O 
3 

Section 

2.552 

Adult-Use Marihuana Retailer  
O 

6 

O 

6 

O 

6 

Section 

2.553 

Adult-Use Marihuana Social Equity 
Retailer 

O 

2 

O 

2 

O 

2 

Section 
2.553 



 

5 
 

Adult-Use Marihuana Safety  

Compliance Facility 
 O O 

Section 

2.556 

Adult-Use Marihuana Secure 

Transporter 
 O O 

Section 

2.557 

Adult-Use Marihuana Temporary 

Marihuana Event #   
Section 

2.558 
o = Special Exception Permit required.  Applicants must have a conditionally approved Adult-Use 
Marihuana Business Permit from the City of Pontiac. 

# = Temporary Use Permitted with the Proper City of Pontiac Permitting with any necessary Building and 
Zoning Approvals.  

Note: If a number is listed in Table 2.2, that is the maximum allowed in that overlay district.  If a number is 
not listed, there is no limitation per Overlay District, but applicants must receive proper Adult-Use 
Marihuana permits from the City.    

Amend Article 2 Chapter 3; Section 2.304 R-1, R-1A, R-1B One Family Dwelling Districts 

C. Permitted and Special Exception Uses. Refer to Table 2 Table 2.1 for permitted and special 
exception uses in the R-1 district. 

Amend Article 2 Chapter 3; Section 2.305 R-2, Two Family Dwelling Districts 

C. Permitted and Special Exception Uses. Refer to Table 2 Table 2.1 for permitted and special 
exception uses in the R-2 district. 

Amend Article 2 Chapter 3; Section 2.306 R-3, Multi-Family Dwelling Districts 

C. Permitted and Special Exception Uses. Refer to Table 2 Table 2.1 for permitted and special 
exception uses in the R-3 district. 

Amend Article 2 Chapter 3; Section 2.307 C-0, Residential Office District 

C. Permitted and Special Exception Uses. Refer to Table 2 Table 2.1 for permitted and special 
exception uses in the C-0 district. 

Amend Article 2 Chapter 3; Section 2.308 C-1, Local Business/Residential Mixed Use 
District. 

C. Permitted and Special Exception Uses. Refer to Table 2 Table 2.1 for permitted and special 
exception uses in the C-1 district. 

Amend Article 2 Chapter 3; Section 2.309 C-2, Downtown Mixed Use District 

C. Permitted and Special Exception Uses. Refer to Table 2 Table 2.1 for permitted and special 
exception uses in the C-2 district. 
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Amend Article 2 Chapter 3; Section 2.310 C-3 Corridor Commercial Mixed Use District. 

C. Permitted and Special Exception Uses. Refer to Table 2 Table 2.1 for permitted and special 
exception uses in the C-3 district. 

Amend Article 2 Chapter 3; Section 2.311 C-4 Suburban Business District. 

C. Permitted and Special Exception Uses. Refer to Table 2 Table 2.1 for permitted and special 
exception uses in the C-4 district. 

Amend Article 2 Chapter 4; Section 2.311 M-1, Limited Industrial District 

C. Permitted and Special Exception Uses. Refer to Table 2 Table 2.1 for permitted and special 
exception uses in the M-1 district. 

Amend Article 2 Chapter 4; Section 2.311 M-2, Limited Industrial District 

C. Permitted and Special Exception Uses. Refer to Table 2 Table 2.1 for permitted and special 
exception uses in the M-2 district. 

Amend Article 2 Chapter 4; Section 2.311 IP-1, Industrial Park District 

C. Permitted and Special Exception Uses. Refer to Table 2 Table 2.1 for permitted and special 
exception uses in the IP-1 district. 

Amend Article 2 Chapter 4; Section 2.403 Permitted Private Frontage Layouts 

Table 4. Permitted Private Frontage Layouts by Zoning District 

Footnote A: Community, Education, and Institution Uses listed in Table 2 Table 2.1. Uses 
Permitted by District are exempt from the private frontage requirements and need only comply 
with the setback requirements for the zoning district in which they are located. 

Amend Article 2 Chapter 4; Section 2.501 Mixed Use Building – Residential with Non-
Residential 

B. Permitted Uses. Non-residential uses permitted in a mixed-use building are limited to those 
that are permitted in the district by Table 2 Table 2.1. Uses Permitted by District. Special exception 
approval is required if a particular use that is proposed within a mixed-use building is listed as a 
special exception use in Table 2 Table 2.1. 

 

Amend Article 2, Chapter 5 – Development Standards for Specific Uses is amended to add 
SECTIONS 2.551 Adult-Use Marihuana Grower Facilities; 2.552 Adult-Use Marihuana 
Processor; 2.553 Adult-Use Marihuana Retailer; Social Equity Retailer; 2.554 Adult-Use 
Class A Microbusiness; 2.555 Adult-Use Marihuana Designated Consumption 
Establishment; 2.556 Adult-Use Marihuana Safety Compliance Facility; 2.557 Adult-Use 
Marihuana Secure Transporter; 2.558 Temporary Marihuana Event; AND 2.559 Primary 
Caregiver or Caregiver: 
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2.551 Adult-Use Marihuana Grower Facilities.  

“Adult-Use Marihuana Grower” means a licensed and City-permitted marihuana establishment 

that cultivates, dries, trims, or cures and packages marihuana for sale to a processor or marihuana 

retailer, as defined in the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of the Marihuana Act (“MRTMA”). As 

used in this ordinance, growers shall include class A growers, class B growers, and class C 

growers. 

“Class A marihuana grower” means a grower licensed to grow not more than 100 marihuana 

plants. 

“Class B marihuana grower” means a grower licensed to grow not more than 500 marihuana 

plants. 

“Class C marihuana grower” means a grower licensed to grow not more than 2,000 marihuana 

plants. 

A.    General Provisions. 

1.    Consumption, smoking, and inhalation of marihuana and/or alcohol shall be prohibited 

on the premises of a marihuana  grower facility, and a sign shall be posted on the premises 

of each facility indicating that consumption is prohibited on the premises. 

2.    The premises shall be open for inspection and/or investigation at any time by City 

investigators during the stated hours of operation and at such other times as anyone is 

present on the premises. The premises shall be open for inspection and/or investigation at 

any time by the City Fire Department or Building Department. If the inspection or 

investigations  indicate non-compliance with the City’s Municipal Code, Building Code, Fire 

Code and/or Zoning Code, then upon order from the City Building Official, City Code 

Enforcement or Fire Marshal the operations shall be suspended until property owner or 

operator brings the premises into compliance.  

3.    All activity related to the marihuana growing shall be done indoors. 

4.    Any marihuana grower facility shall maintain a log book and/or database identifying by 

date the amount of marihuana and the number of marihuana plants on the premises which 

shall not exceed the amount permitted under the grower license issued by the State of 
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Michigan. This log shall be available to law enforcement personnel to confirm that the 

marihuana grower does not have more marihuana than authorized at the location and shall 

not be used to disclose more information than is reasonably necessary to verify the lawful 

amount of marihuana at the facility. 

5.    The marihuana grower facility shall, at all times, comply with the MRTMA and the rules 

and regulations of the Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs—Bureau 

of Marihuana Regulations (“LARA”), as amended from time to time. 

B.    Security. 

1.    The marihuana grower facility shall continuously monitor the entire premises on which 

it is operated with surveillance systems that include security cameras that operate 24 hours 

a day, seven days a week. The video recordings shall be maintained in a secure, off-site 

location for a period of 30 days, and must be coordinated with the Oakland County Sheriff’s 

Department. 

2.    Any usable marihuana remaining on the premises of a marihuana grower while the 

marihuana facility is not in operation shall be secured in a safe permanently affixed to the 

premises. 

C.    Space Separation. 

1.    Unless permitted by the MRTMA, public areas of the marihuana grower facility must be 

separated from restricted or nonpublic areas of the grower facility by a permanent barrier. 

2.    Unless permitted by the MRTMA, no marihuana Is permitted to be stored or displayed 

in an area accessible to the general public. 

D.    Nuisance Prohibited. 

1.    Marihuana grower facilities shall be free from Infestation by insects, rodents, birds, or 

vermin of any kind. 

2.    Marihuana grower facilities shall produce no products other than usable marihuana 

intended for human consumption. 
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3.    No marihuana grower shall be operated in a manner creating noise, dust, vibration, 

glare, fumes, or odors detectable to normal senses beyond the boundaries of the property 

on which the marihuana  grower is operated. 

E.    Licensing. 

1.    The state license and city permit required by this chapter shall be prominently displayed 

on the premises of a marihuana grower facility. 

2.    Marihuana grower uses are not permitted outside the Cesar Chavez and Walton Blvd. 

Adult-Use Marihuana Business Overlay Districts. 

F.    Disposal of Waste. 

1.    Disposal of marihuana shall be accomplished in a manner that prevents its acquisition 

by any person who may not lawfully possess it and otherwise in conformance with State 

law. 

2.    Litter and waste shall be properly removed and the operating systems for waste 

disposal are maintained in an adequate manner as approved by the City so that they do not 

constitute a source of contamination in areas where marihuana is exposed. 

3.    That portion of the structure where the storage of any chemicals such as herbicides, 

pesticides, and fertilizers shall be subject to inspection and approval by the local Fire 

Department to ensure compliance with the Michigan Fire Protection Code. 

G.    Signage. 

1.    It shall be prohibited to display any signs that are inconsistent with State and local 

laws and regulations. 

2.    It shall be prohibited to use advertising material that is misleading, deceptive, or false, 

or that is designed to appeal to minors or in violation of LARA regulations. 

3.    It shall be prohibited to use the symbol or image of a marihuana leaf in any exterior 

building signage. 
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4.    No licensed marihuana grower shall place or maintain, or cause to be placed or 

maintained, an advertisement of marihuana in any form or through any medium: 

i.    Within 1,000 feet of the real property comprising a public or private elementary, 

vocational, or secondary school; and 

ii.    Within 100 feet of a public or private youth center, public swimming pool or a 

church or other structure in which religious services are conducted. 

H.    Co-Location. 

1.    There shall be no accessory uses permitted within the same grower facility, other than 

a processor, retailer, social equity retailer, Class A microbusiness, designated consumption 

establishment, or safety compliance facility, provided all said uses are in conformance with 

this  zoning ordinance, the City’s Adult-Use Marihuana Business ordinance, the Michigan 

Regulation and Taxation of the Marihuana Act, Initiated Law 1 of 2018, MCL 333.27951 et 

seq. (“MRTMA”) and state and local regulations promulgated thereunder. 

2.    Multiple class C licenses may be stacked in the same facility as defined by the MRTMA 

and shall only be considered as one facility for the purposes of this subsection, provided 

that a separate application fee is paid for each class C license. 

I.    Building Design. 

1.    Floors, walls, and ceilings shall be constructed in such a manner that they may 

adequately be cleaned and kept clean and in good repair. 

2.    Any buildings, fixtures, and other facilities shall be maintained in a sanitary condition. 

3.    All necessary building, electrical, plumbing, and mechanical permits shall be obtained 

for any portion of the structure in which electrical wiring, lighting, and/or watering devices 

that support the cultivation, growing, or harvesting of marihuana are located. 

J. Site Design 

Grower marihuana businesses seeking approval from the City of Pontiac shall comply with the 

following site design standards, even if the site is the location of an existing business.  These 
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standards are for the public health, safety, aesthetics, and well-being of the business, patrons, 

and surrounding residential neighborhoods. 

1. Landscaping.  The applicant shall establish the required landscape buffer and required 

landscaping from Chapter 4 within any buffer between the proposed adult-use 

marihuana, including bufferyards adjacent or across the street from properties zoned R-

1, R-1a, R-1b, and R-2 where there are existing non-conformities. Existing buildings and 

utility boxes are exempt from this bufferyard and landscaping requirement. Where 

underground and overhead utility lines exist, appropriate landscaping shall be installed 

to not interfere with the public utility lines. 

2. Site Lighting.  An adult-use marihuana site shall meet all the required lighting standards 

of Chapter 5.  In addition, each site shall have a minimum lighting standard of 0.5 Foot-

candles Average Maintained: Measured at grade in all parking and loading areas and 

pedestrian pathways. Actual site measurement compliance shall not drop below a 

minimum of 0.3 foot-candles at any one location. For design purposes, the light loss 

factor (LLF) shall be calculated at:  

a.   0.7 LLF for Incandescent, Metal Halide, and Mercury Vapor lamp sources. 

          b.   0.8 LLF for Fluorescent and Sodium lamp sources. 

          c.   0.9 LLF for Light Emitting Diode (LED) lamp sources. 

3. Window and Window Coverings. All windows facing a public street must be clear, 

transparent, or translucent. Boarding, blacking out, or opaqueness of windows is not 

considered clear, transparent or translucent. 

2.552 Adult-Use Marihuana Processor.  

“Processor” means a licensed and City-permitted marihuana establishment authorized to 

purchase or obtain marihuana from a grower establishment and who processes the marihuana 

and sells or transfers it in packaged form to a retailer, class A microbusiness, or another 

processor.  
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A.    General Provisions. 

1.    The processor shall comply at all times and in all circumstances with the MRTMA, and 

the general rules of LARA, as they may be amended from time to time. 

2.    Consumption, smoking, and inhalation of marihuana  and/or alcohol shall be prohibited 

on the premises of a marihuana  processor, and a sign shall be posted on the premises of 

each marihuana  processor indicating that consumption is prohibited on the premises. 

3.    The premises shall be open for inspection and/or investigation at any time by City 

investigators during the stated hours of operation and at such other times as anyone is 

present on the premises. The premises shall be open for inspection and/or investigation at 

any time by the City Fire Department or Building Department. If the inspection or 

investigations  indicate non-compliance with the City’s Municipal Code, Building Code, Fire 

Code and/or Zoning Code, then upon order from the City Building Official, City Code 

Enforcement or Fire Marshal the operations shall be suspended until property owner or 

operator brings the premises into compliance.  

4.    Any processor facility shall maintain a log book and/or database identifying by date the 

amount of marihuana  and the number of marihuana  products on the premises which shall 

not exceed the amount permitted under the processor license issued by the State of 

Michigan. This log shall be available to law enforcement personnel to confirm that the 

processor does not have more marihuana  than authorized at the location and shall not be 

used to disclose more information than is reasonably necessary to verify the lawful amount 

of marihuana  at the facility. 

5.    Processor facilities shall not produce any products other than those marihuana -infused 

products allowed by the MRTMA and the rules promulgated thereunder. 

B.    Security. 

1.    The marihuana processor facility shall continuously monitor the entire premises on 

which it is operated with surveillance systems that include security cameras that operate 24 

hours a day, seven days a week. The video recordings shall be maintained in a secure, off-

site location for a period of 30 days, and must be coordinated with the Oakland County 

Sheriff’s Department. 
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2.    Any usable marihuana remaining on the premises of a marihuana processor while the 

marihuana facility is not in operation shall be secured in a safe permanently affixed to the 

premises. 

3.    All marihuana shall be contained within the building in an enclosed, locked facility in 

accordance with the MRTMA, as amended. 

C.    Space Separation. 

1.    Unless permitted by the MRTMA, public areas of the marihuana processor facility must 

be separated from restricted or nonpublic areas of the processor facility by a permanent 

barrier. 

2.    Unless permitted by the MRTMA, no marihuana is permitted to be stored or displayed 

in an area accessible to the general public. 

D.    Nuisance Prohibited. 

1.    Processor facilities shall be free from infestation by insects, rodents, birds, or vermin of 

any kind. 

2.    No marihuana processor shall be operated in a manner creating noise, dust, vibration, 

glare, fumes, or odors detectable to normal senses beyond the boundaries of the property 

on which the marihuana processor is operated. 

E.    Licensing. 

1.    The state license and city permit required by this chapter shall be prominently displayed 

on the premises of a marihuana processor facility. 

2.    Marihuana processor uses are not permitted outside the Cesar Chavez and Walton 

Blvd. Adult-Use Marihuana Business Overlay Districts. 

3.    Marihuana processors are not permitted within the same facility with other adult-use 

marihuana business uses. 
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F.    Disposal of Waste. 

1.    Disposal of marihuana shall be accomplished in a manner that prevents its acquisition 

by any person who may not lawfully possess it and otherwise in conformance with State 

law. 

2.    Litter and waste shall be properly removed and the operating systems for waste 

disposal are maintained in an adequate manner as approved by the City so that they do not 

constitute a source of contamination in areas where marihuana is exposed. 

G.    Signage. 

1.    It shall be prohibited to display any signs that are inconsistent with State and local laws 

and regulations. 

2.    It shall be prohibited to use advertising material that is misleading, deceptive, or false, 

or that is designed to appeal to minors or in violation of LARA regulations. 

3.    It shall be prohibited to use the symbol or image of a marihuana leaf in any exterior 

building signage. 

4.    No licensed marihuana processor shall place or maintain, or cause to be placed or 

maintained, an advertisement of marihuana in any form or through any medium: 

i.    Within 1,000 feet of the real property comprising a public or private elementary, 

vocational, or secondary school; and 

ii.    Within 100 feet of a public or private youth center, public swimming pool or a 

church or other structure in which religious services are conducted. 

H.    Co-Location. 

1.    There shall be no accessory uses permitted within the same processor facility other 

than those associated with a grower, adult-use marihuana retailer, Class A microbusiness, 

designated consumption establishment, or safety compliance facility, provided all said uses 

are in conformance with this zoning ordinance, City’s Adult-Use Marihuana Business 

ordinance, the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of the Marihuana Act, Initiated Law 1 of 
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2018, MCL 333.27951 et seq. (“MRTMA”) and state and local regulations promulgated 

thereunder. 

2.    The dispensing of marihuana at the processor facility shall be prohibited. 

I.    Building Design. 

1.    Floors, walls, and ceilings shall be constructed in such a manner that they may 

adequately be cleaned and kept clean and in good repair. 

2.    Any buildings, fixtures, and other facilities shall be maintained in a sanitary condition. 

J. Site Design 

Processor business seeking approval from the City of Pontiac shall comply with the following site 

design standards, even if the site is the location of an existing business.  These standards are for 

the public health, safety, aesthetics, and well-being of the business, patrons, and surrounding 

residential neighborhoods. 

1. Landscaping.  The applicant shall establish the required landscape buffer and required 

landscaping from Chapter 4 within any buffer between the proposed adult-use 

marihuana, including bufferyards adjacent or across the street from properties zoned R-

1, R-1a, R-1b, and R-2 where there are existing non-conformities. Existing buildings and 

utility boxes are exempt from this bufferyard and landscaping requirement. Where 

underground and overhead utility lines exist, appropriate landscaping shall be installed 

to not interfere with the public utility lines. 

2. Site Lighting.  An adult-use marihuana site shall meet all the required lighting standards 

of Chapter 5.  In addition, each site shall have a minimum lighting standard of 0.5 Foot-

candles Average Maintained: Measured at grade in all parking and loading areas and 

pedestrian pathways. Actual site measurement compliance shall not drop below a 

minimum of 0.3 foot-candles at any one location. For design purposes, the light loss 

factor (LLF) shall be calculated at:  

a.   0.7 LLF for Incandescent, Metal Halide, and Mercury Vapor lamp sources. 

          b.   0.8 LLF for Fluorescent and Sodium lamp sources. 
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          c.   0.9 LLF for Light Emitting Diode (LED) lamp sources. 

3. Window and Window Coverings. No more than 20% of the total window area may be  

opaque in appearance by either boarding, blackening or other means, such as covering 

behind or in front of the window. Planning Commission may consider alternative 

architectural elements such as lighting, landscaping, projections or recesses on a wall 

plane in lieu of clear, transparent windows. 

2.553 Adult-Use Marihuana Retailer; Social Equity Retailer.  

“Retailer” and “Social Equity Retailer” means a licensed and City-permitted marihuana 

establishment that purchases marihuana from a grower or processor and sells, supplies, or 

provides marihuana  to marihuana establishments and to individuals who are 21 years of age or 

older  in accordance with  MRTMA and the City’s Adult-Use Marihuana Ordinance. 

A.    General Provisions. 

1.    Consumption, smoking, and inhalation of marihuana and/or alcohol shall be prohibited 

on the premises of a Retailer or Social Equity Retailer, and a sign shall be posted on the 

premises indicating that consumption is prohibited on the premises. 

2.    The premises of a Retailer or Social Equity Retailer shall be open for inspection and/or 

investigation at any time by City investigators during the stated hours of operation and at 

such other times as anyone is present on the premises. The premises shall be open for 

inspection and/or investigation at any time by the City Fire or Building Department. If the 

inspection or investigations  indicate non-compliance with the City’s Municipal Code, 

Building Code, Fire Code and/or Zoning Code, then upon order from the City Building 

Official, City Code Enforcement or Fire Marshal the operations shall be suspended until 

property owner or operator brings the premises into compliance. 

B.    Security. 

1.    Retailer and Social Equity Retailer shall continuously monitor the entire premises on 

which they are operated with surveillance systems that include security cameras that 

operate 24 hours a day, seven days a week. The video recordings shall be maintained in a 

secure, off-site location for a period of 30 days, and must be coordinated with the Oakland 

County Sheriff’s Department. 
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2.    Any usable marihuana remaining on the premises of a Retailer or Social Equity Retailer 

while not in operation shall be secured in a safe permanently affixed to the premises. 

C.    Space Separation. 

1.    Unless permitted by the MRTMA public areas of the Retailer or Social Equity must be 

separated from restricted or nonpublic areas of the retailer by a permanent barrier. 

2.    Unless permitted by the MRTMA, no marihuana is permitted to be stored or displayed 

in an area accessible to the general public. 

3.    Marihuana may be displayed in a sales area only if permitted by the MRTMA. 

D.    Nuisance Prohibited. No Retailer or Social Equity shall be operated in a manner creating 

noise, dust, vibration, glare, fumes, or odors detectable to normal senses beyond the boundaries 

of the property on which the Marihuana Retailer is operated. 

E.    Drive-Through. Drive-through windows on the premises of a Marihuana Retailer shall not 

be permitted. 

F.    Licensing. 

1.    The state license and city permit required by this chapter shall be prominently displayed 

on the premises of a Retailer or Social Equity Retailer. 

2.    No more than six Retailers shall be established in each of the following Adult-Use 

Marihuana Business Overlay Districts:   

(a)   East Walton Overlay District (Overlay District 1). All properties along Walton 

Blvd. and streets north of Walton Blvd., but not including areas north of Collier Road 

between the west side of Telegraph Road to Fuller Street, including those contained 

within Overlay Map 1 for this Adult-Use Marihuana Business Overlay District. 

(b)  Cesar Chavez District (Overlay District 2). All properties along Cesar Chavez, 

starting from the Kennett Road Landfill and areas south to Cesar Chavez to W. 

Montcalm St. 
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(c)  C-2 Downtown Overlay District (Overlay District 3). All properties within 

Downtown District located inside of the Woodward Avenue Loop.  

3 No more than two Social Equity Retailers shall be established in each of the following 

Adult-Use Marihuana Business Overlay Districts:   

(a)   East Walton Overlay District (Overlay District 1).  

(b)  Cesar Chavez District (Overlay District 2).  

(c)  C-2 Downtown Overlay District (Overlay District 3).  

4.    Except as otherwise permitted by state law, and the City Adult-Use Marihuana Business 

Ordinance, Retailers and Social Equity Retailers are not permitted within the same facilities 

as non-marihuana uses. 

G.    Disposal of Waste. Disposal of marihuana shall be accomplished in a manner that prevents 

its acquisition by any person who may not lawfully possess it and otherwise in conformance with 

State law. 

H.    Signage. 

1.    It shall be prohibited to display any signs that are inconsistent with local laws or 

regulations or State law. 

2.    It shall be prohibited to use advertising material that is misleading, deceptive, or false, 

or that is designed to appeal to minors or in violation of LARA regulations. 

3.    It shall be prohibited to use the symbol or image of a marihuana leaf in any exterior 

building signage. 

4.    No licensed Marihuana Retailer or Social Equity Retailer shall place or maintain, or 

cause to be placed or maintained, an advertisement of marihuana  in any form or through 

any medium: 

i.    Within 1,000 feet of the real property comprising a public or private elementary, 

vocational, or secondary school; and 
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ii.    Within 100 feet of a public or private youth center, public swimming pool or a 

church or other structure in which religious services are conducted. 

I.    Co-Location. There shall be no accessory uses permitted within the same Retailer or Social 

Equity Retailer establishment  other than a grower, processor, Class A microbusiness, designated 

consumption establishment, or safety compliance facility provided all said uses are in 

conformance with this  Zoning Ordinance, City’s Adult-Use Marihuana Business ordinance, the 

Michigan Regulation and Taxation of the Marihuana Act, Initiated Law 1 of 2018, MCL 333.27951 

et seq. (“MRTMA”) and state and local regulations promulgated thereunder.. 

J. Site Design. 

Retailers and Social Equity Retailers seeking approval from the City of Pontiac shall comply with 

the following site design standards, even if the site is the location of an existing business.  These 

standards are for the public health, safety, aesthetics, and well-being of the business, patrons, 

and surrounding residential neighborhoods. 

1. Landscaping.  The applicant shall establish the required landscape buffer and required 

landscaping from Chapter 4 within any buffer between the proposed adult-use 

marihuana, including bufferyards adjacent or across the street from properties zoned R-

1, R-1a, R-1b, and R-2 where there are existing non-conformities. Existing buildings and 

utility boxes are exempt from this bufferyard and landscaping requirement. Where 

underground and overhead utility lines exist, appropriate landscaping shall be installed 

to not interfere with the public utility lines. 

2. Site Lighting.  An adult-use marihuana site shall meet all the required lighting standards 

of Chapter 5.  In addition, each site shall have a minimum lighting standard of 0.5 Foot-

candles Average Maintained: Measured at grade in all parking and loading areas and 

pedestrian pathways. Actual site measurement compliance shall not drop below a 

minimum of 0.3 foot-candles at any one location. For design purposes, the light loss 

factor (LLF) shall be calculated at:  

a.   0.7 LLF for Incandescent, Metal Halide, and Mercury Vapor lamp sources. 

          b.   0.8 LLF for Fluorescent and Sodium lamp sources. 
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          c.   0.9 LLF for Light Emitting Diode (LED) lamp sources. 

3. Window and Window Coverings. No more than 20% of the total window area may be  

opaque in appearance by either boarding, blackening or other means, such as covering 

behind or in front of the window. Planning Commission may consider alternative 

architectural elements such as lighting, landscaping, projections or recesses on a wall 

plane in lieu of clear, transparent windows. 

2.554 Adult-Use Class A Microbusiness.  

“Class A Microbusiness” means a licensed and City-permitted marihuana establishment 

authorized to operate at a single location and cultivate not more than 300 mature marihuana 

plants; package marihuana; purchase marihuana concentrate and marihuana-infused products 

from licensed marihuana processors; sell or transfer marihuana and marihuana-infused products 

to individuals 21 years of age and older; and transfer marihuana to a safety compliance facility for 

testing in accordance with MRTMA and the City’s Adult-Use Marihuana Ordinance. 

A.    General Provisions. 

1.    Class A Microbusiness shall be closed for business, and no sale or other distribution 

of marihuana in any form shall occur upon the premises between the hours of 10:00 p.m. 

and 7:00 a.m. 

2.    Consumption, smoking, and inhalation of marihuana and/or alcohol shall be prohibited 

on the premises of a Class A Microbusiness, and a sign shall be posted on the premises of 

each Class A Microbusiness indicating that consumption is prohibited on the premises. 

3.    The premises shall be open for inspection and/or investigation at any time by City 

investigators during the stated hours of operation and at such other times as anyone is 

present on the premises. The premises shall be open for inspection and/or investigation at 

any time by the City Fire Department or Building Department. If the inspection or 

investigations indicate non-compliance with the City’s Municipal Code, Building Code, Fire 

Code and/or Zoning Code, then upon order from the City Building Official, City Code 

Enforcement, or Fire Marshal the operations shall be suspended until the property owner or 

operator brings the premises into compliance. 

 



 

21 
 

B.    Security. 

1.    Class A Microbusiness shall continuously monitor the entire premises on which they 

are operated with surveillance systems that include security cameras that operate 24 hours 

a day, seven days a week. The video recordings shall be maintained in a secure, off-site 

location for a period of 30 days, and must be coordinated with the Oakland County Sheriff’s 

Department. 

2.    Any usable marihuana remaining on the premises of a Class A Microbusiness while the 

Marihuana Retailer is not in operation shall be secured in a safe permanently affixed to the 

premises. 

C.    Space Separation. 

1.    Unless permitted by the MRTMA public areas of the Class A Microbusiness must be 

separated from restricted or nonpublic areas of the retailer by a permanent barrier. 

2.    Unless permitted by the MRTMA, no marihuana is permitted to be stored or displayed 

in an area accessible to the general public. 

3.    Marihuana may be displayed in a sales area only if permitted by the MRTMA. 

D.    Nuisance Prohibited. No Class A Microbusiness shall be operated in a manner creating 

noise, dust, vibration, glare, fumes, or odors detectable to normal senses beyond the boundaries 

of the property on which the Class A Microbusiness is operated. 

E.    Drive-Through. Drive-through windows on the premises of a Class A Microbusiness shall 

not be permitted. 

F.    Licensing. 

1.    The state license and city permit required by this chapter shall be prominently displayed 

on the premises of a Class A Microbusiness. 

2.    Class A Microbusiness is a Special Land Use (also referred to as Special Exception 

under this Ordinance) and no more than five (5) Class A Microbusinesses shall be permitted 

by the City and shall be located in the Adult-Use Marihuana Business Overlay Districts.  
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3.    Except as otherwise permitted by state law, and the City’s Adult-Use Marihuana 

Business Ordinance, Class A Microbusiness are not permitted within the same facilities as 

non-marihuana uses. 

G.    Disposal of Waste. Disposal of marihuana shall be accomplished in a manner that prevents 

its acquisition by any person who may not lawfully possess it and otherwise in conformance with 

State law. 

H.    Signage. 

1.    It shall be prohibited to display any signs that are inconsistent with local laws or 

regulations or State law. 

2.    It shall be prohibited to use advertising material that is misleading, deceptive, or false, 

or that is designed to appeal to minors or in violation of LARA regulations. 

3.    It shall be prohibited to use the symbol or image of a marihuana  leaf in any exterior 

building signage. 

4.    No licensed Class A Microbusiness shall place or maintain, or cause to be placed or 

maintained, an advertisement of marihuana  in any form or through any medium: 

i.    Within 1,000 feet of the real property comprising a public or private elementary, 

vocational, or secondary school; and 

ii.    Within 100 feet of a public or private youth center, public swimming pool or a 

church or other structure in which religious services are conducted. 

I. Co-Location. There shall be no accessory uses permitted within the same Class A 

Microbusiness establishment other than a grower, processor, adult-use marihuana retailer, 

designated consumption establishment or safety compliance facility provided all said uses 

are in conformance with this  Zoning Ordinance, City’s Adult-Use Marihuana Business 

ordinance, the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of the Marihuana Act, Initiated Law 1 of 

2018, MCL 333.27951 et seq. (“MRTMA”) and state and local regulations promulgated 

thereunder.. 
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J. Site Design. 

Any adult-use marihuana business seeking approval from the City of Pontiac shall comply with 

the following site design standards, even if the site is the location of an existing business.  These 

standards are for the public health, safety, aesthetics, and well-being of the business, patrons, 

and surrounding residential neighborhoods. 

1. Landscaping.  The applicant shall establish the required landscape buffer and required 

landscaping from Chapter 4 within any buffer between the proposed adult-use 

marihuana, including bufferyards adjacent or across the street from properties zoned R-

1, R-1a, R-1b, and R-2 where there are existing non-conformities. Existing buildings and 

utility boxes are exempt from this bufferyard and landscaping requirement. Where 

underground and overhead utility lines exist, appropriate landscaping shall be installed 

to not interfere with the public utility lines. 

2. Site Lighting.  An adult-use marihuana site shall meet all the required lighting standards 

of Chapter 5.  In addition, each site shall have a minimum lighting standard of 0.5 Foot-

candles Average Maintained: Measured at grade in all parking and loading areas and 

pedestrian pathways. Actual site measurement compliance shall not drop below a 

minimum of 0.3 foot-candles at any one location. For design purposes, the light loss 

factor (LLF) shall be calculated at:  

a.   0.7 LLF for Incandescent, Metal Halide, and Mercury Vapor lamp sources. 

          b.   0.8 LLF for Fluorescent and Sodium lamp sources. 

          c.   0.9 LLF for Light Emitting Diode (LED) lamp sources. 

3.   Window and Window Coverings. All windows facing a public street must be clear, 

transparent or translucent. Boarding, blacking out, or opaqueness of windows is not 

considered clear, transparent or translucent. Planning Commission may consider 

alternative architectural elements to any facade such as lighting, landscaping, 

projections or recesses on a wall plane in lieu of clear, transparent windows. 
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2.555 Adult-Use Designated Consumption Establishment.  

“Designated Consumption Establishment” means a marihuana-related business authorized to 

permit individuals 21 years of age and older to consume marihuana products on the licensed 

commercial premises located in the C-2 Downtown Overlay District No. 3. in accordance with  

MRTMA and the City’s Adult-Use Marihuana Ordinance. 

A.    General Provisions. 

1.    Designated Consumption Establishment shall be closed for business, and no 

consumption of marihuana in any form shall occur upon the premises between the hours of 

2:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m. 

2.    Tobacco smoking and/or alcohol shall be prohibited on the premises of a Consumption 

Lounge, and a sign shall be posted on the premises of each Consumption Lounge indicating 

that tobacco smoking and/or alcohol is prohibited on the premises. 

3.    The premises shall be open for inspection and/or investigation at any time by City 

investigators during the stated hours of operation and at such other times as anyone is 

present on the premises. The premises shall be open for inspection and/or investigation at 

any time by the City Fire Department or Building Department. If the inspection or 

investigations indicate non-compliance with the City’s Municipal Code, Building Code, Fire 

Code and/or Zoning Code, then upon order from the City Building Official, City Code 

Enforcement or Fire Marshal the operations shall be suspended until property owner or 

operator brings the premises into compliance. 

B.    Security. 

1.    Designated Consumption Establishment shall continuously monitor the entire premises 

on which they are operated with surveillance systems that include security cameras that 

operate 24 hours a day, seven days a week. The video recordings shall be maintained in a 

secure, off-site location for a period of 30 days, and must be coordinated with the Oakland 

County Sheriff’s Department. 

2.    Any usable marihuana remaining on the premises of a Designated Consumption 

Establishment while the Consumption Lounge is not in operation shall be secured in a safe 

permanently affixed to the premises. 
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C.    Nuisance Prohibited. No Designated Consumption Establishment shall be operated in a 

manner creating noise, dust, vibration, glare, fumes, or odors detectable to normal senses beyond 

the boundaries of the property on which the Designated Consumption Establishment is operated. 

D.    Licensing. 

1.    The state license and city permit required by this chapter shall be prominently displayed 

on the premises of a Designated Consumption Establishment. 

2.    A Designated Consumption Establishment is Special Land Use and shall be limited to 

C-2 Downtown Adult-Use Marihuana Business Overlay District as identified in the City 

zoning ordinance and on the City Zoning Map, with three Designated Consumption 

Establishments permitted north of Huron Street, and three Designated Consumption 

Establishments permitted south of Huron Street. 

5.    Except as otherwise permitted by state law, and the City’s Adult-Use Marihuana 

Business Ordinance, Designated Consumption Establishments are not permitted within the 

same facilities as non-marihuana uses. 

E.    Disposal of Waste. Disposal of marihuana shall be accomplished in a manner that prevents 

its acquisition by any person who may not lawfully possess it and otherwise in conformance with 

State law. 

F.    Signage. 

1.    It shall be prohibited to display any signs that are inconsistent with local laws or 

regulations or State law. 

2.    It shall be prohibited to use advertising material that is misleading, deceptive, or false, 

or that is designed to appeal to minors or in violation of LARA regulations. 

3.    It shall be prohibited to use the symbol or image of a marihuana  leaf in any exterior 

building signage. 

4.    No licensed Designated Consumption Establishment shall place or maintain, or cause 

to be placed or maintained, an advertisement of marihuana  in any form or through any 

medium: 
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i.    Within 1,000 feet of the real property comprising a public or private elementary, 

vocational, or secondary school; and 

ii.    Within 100 feet of a public or private youth center, public swimming pool or a 

church or other structure in which religious services are conducted. 

G.    Co-Location. There shall be no accessory uses permitted within the same Designated 

Consumption Establishment other  than a grower, processor, adult-use marihuana retailer, Class 

A microbusiness or safety compliance facility provided all said uses are in conformance with this  

Zoning Ordinance, City’s Adult-Use Marihuana Business ordinance, the Michigan Regulation and 

Taxation of the Marihuana Act, Initiated Law 1 of 2018, MCL 333.27951 et seq. (“MRTMA”) and 

state and local regulations promulgated thereunder. 

H. Site Design. 

Any adult-use marihuana business seeking approval from the City of Pontiac shall comply with 

the following site design standards, even if the site is the location of an existing business.  These 

standards are for the public health, safety, aesthetics, and well-being of the business, patrons, 

and surrounding residential neighborhoods. 

1. Landscaping.  The applicant shall establish the required landscape buffer and required 

landscaping from Chapter 4 within any buffer between the proposed adult-use 

marihuana, including bufferyards adjacent or across the street from properties zoned R-

1, R-1a, R-1b, and R-2 where there are existing non-conformities. Existing buildings and 

utility boxes are exempt from this bufferyard and landscaping requirement. Where 

underground and overhead utility lines exist, appropriate landscaping shall be installed 

to not interfere with the public utility lines. 

2. Site Lighting.  An adult-use marihuana site shall meet all the required lighting standards 

of Chapter 5.  In addition, each site shall have a minimum lighting standard of 0.5 Foot-

candles Average Maintained: Measured at grade in all parking and loading areas and 

pedestrian pathways. Actual site measurement compliance shall not drop below a 

minimum of 0.3 foot-candles at any one location. For design purposes, the light loss 

factor (LLF) shall be calculated at:  

a.   0.7 LLF for Incandescent, Metal Halide, and Mercury Vapor lamp sources. 
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          b.   0.8 LLF for Fluorescent and Sodium lamp sources. 

          c.   0.9 LLF for Light Emitting Diode (LED) lamp sources. 

3.   Window and Window Coverings. No more than 20% of the total window area may be  

opaque in appearance by either boarding, blackening or other means, such as covering behind 

or in front of the window. . 

2.556 Adult-Use Marihuana Safety Compliance Facility.  

“Safety compliance facility” means a marihuana-related business that receives marihuana from a 

Marihuana Retailer or Class A Microbusiness, tests it for contaminants and for 

tetrahydrocannabinol and other cannabinoids, returns the test results, and may return 

the marihuana to a Marihuana Retailer or Class A Microbusiness. 

A.    General Provisions. 

1.    Consumption, smoking, and inhalation of marihuana  and/or alcohol shall be prohibited 

on the premises of a marihuana   safety compliance facility, and a sign shall be posted on 

the premises of each marihuana   safety compliance facility indicating that consumption is 

prohibited on the premises. 

2.    The premises shall be open for inspection and/or investigation at any time by City 

investigators during the stated hours of operation and at such other times as anyone is 

present on the premises. The premises shall be open for inspection and/or investigation at 

any time by the City Fire Department or Building Department. If the inspection or 

investigations indicate non-compliance with the City’s Municipal Code, Building Code, Fire 

Code and/or Zoning Code, then upon order from the City Building Official, City Code 

Enforcement or Fire Marshal the operations shall be suspended until property owner or 

operator brings the premises into compliance. 

3.    Any marihuana  safety compliance facility shall maintain a log book and/or a database 

identifying by date the amount of marihuana on the premises and from which particular 

source. The facility shall maintain the confidentiality of qualifying patients in compliance with 

the MMMA and MRTMA, as amended. 
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B.    Security. 

1.    The marihuana  safety compliance facility shall continuously monitor the entire 

premises on which it is operated with surveillance systems that include security cameras 

that operate 24 hours a day, seven days a week. The video recordings shall be maintained 

in a secure, off-site location for a period of 30 days, and must be coordinated with the 

Oakland County Sheriff’s Department. 

2.    Any usable marihuana remaining on the premises of a marihuana safety compliance 

facility while the marihuana safety compliance facility is not in operation shall be secured in 

a safe permanently affixed to the premises. 

3.    All marihuana shall be contained within the building in an enclosed, locked facility in 

accordance with the MRTMA, as amended. 

C.    Space Separation. 

1.    Unless permitted by the MRTMA, public areas of the marihuana safety compliance 

facility must be separated from restricted or nonpublic areas of the safety compliance facility 

by a permanent barrier. 

2.    Unless permitted by the MRTMA, no marihuana is permitted to be stored or displayed 

in an area accessible to the general public. 

D.    Nuisance Prohibited. No marihuana safety compliance facility shall be operated in a 

manner creating noise, dust, vibration, glare, fumes, or odors detectable to normal senses beyond 

the boundaries of the property on which the marihuana safety compliance facility is operated. 

E.    Licensing. 

1.    The state license and city permit required by this chapter shall be prominently displayed 

on the premises of a marihuana safety compliance facility. 

2.    Marihuana safety compliance uses are permitted in the Cesar Chavez, Walton Blvd., 

and C-2 Downtown Adult-Use Marihuana Business Overlay Districts. 
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3.  Marihuana  safety compliance facilities are not permitted within the same facility with 

other adult-use marihuana business uses.  

F.    Disposal of Waste. 

1.    Disposal of marihuana shall be accomplished in a manner that prevents its acquisition 

by any person who may not lawfully possess it and otherwise in conformance with State 

law. 

2.    Litter and waste shall be properly removed and the operating systems for waste 

disposal are maintained in an adequate manner as approved by the City so that they do not 

constitute a source of contamination in areas where marihuana is exposed. 

G.    Signage. 

1.    It shall be prohibited to display any signs that are inconsistent with State and local laws 

and regulations. 

2.    It shall be prohibited to use advertising material that is misleading, deceptive, or false, 

or that is designed to appeal to minors or in violation of LARA regulations. 

3.    It shall be prohibited to use the symbol or image of a marihuana leaf in any exterior 

building signage. 

4.    No licensed marihuana safety compliance facility shall place or maintain, or cause to 

be placed or maintained, an advertisement of marihuana in any form or through any 

medium: 

i.    Within 1,000 feet of the real property comprising a public or private elementary, 

vocational, or secondary school; and 

ii.    Within 100 feet of a public or private youth center, public swimming pool or a 

church or other structure in which religious services are conducted. 

H.    Building Design. 

1.    Floors, walls and ceilings shall be constructed in such a manner that they may 

adequately be cleaned and kept clean and in good repair. 
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2.    Any buildings, fixtures and other facilities shall be maintained in a sanitary condition. 

2.557 Adult-Use Marihuana Secure Transporter.  

“Secure transporter” means a marihuana-related business located in the City that 

stores marihuana and transports marihuana between adult-use marihuana businesses for a fee. 

A secure transporter shall comply at all times with the MRTMA and the rules promulgated 

thereunder. 

A.    General Provisions. 

1.    Consumption and/or use of marihuana shall be prohibited at a facility of a secure 

transporter. 

2.    A vehicle used by a secure transporter is subject to administrative inspection by a law 

enforcement officer at any point during the transportation of marihuana  to determine 

compliance with all State and local laws, rules, regulations and ordinances. 

3. The premises of a secured transporter located within the City shall be open for 

inspection and/or investigation at any time by City investigators during the stated hours of 

operation and at such other times as anyone is present on the premises. The premises shall 

be open for inspection and/or investigation at any time by the City Fire Department. If the 

inspection or investigations  indicate non-compliance with the City’s Municipal Code, 

Building Code, Fire Code and/or Zoning Code, then upon order from the City Building 

Official, City Code Enforcement or Fire Marshal the operations shall be suspended until 

property owner or operator brings the premises into compliance. 

4.    A secure transporter licensee and each stakeholder shall not have an interest in a 

grower, processor, provisioning center, or safety compliance facility and shall not be a 

registered qualifying patient or a registered primary caregiver. 

5.    A secure transporter shall enter all transactions, current inventory, and other 

information as required by the State into the statewide monitoring system as required by 

law. 
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B.    Secure Storage. 

1.    Storage of marihuana  by a secure transporter shall comply with the following: 

i.    The storage facility shall not be used for any other commercial purpose. 

ii.    The storage facility shall not be open or accessible to the general public. 

iii.    The storage facility shall be maintained and operated so as to comply with all State 

and local rules, regulations and ordinances. 

2.    All marihuana stored within the facility shall be stored within enclosed, locked facilities 

in accordance with the MRTMA, as amended. 

C.    Sanitation. All persons working in direct contact with marihuana  being stored by a secure 

transporter shall conform to hygienic practices while on duty, including but not limited to: 

1.    Maintaining adequate personal cleanliness. 

2.    Washing hands thoroughly in adequate hand-washing areas before starting work and 

at any other time when the hands may have become soiled or contaminated. 

3.    Refrain from having direct contact with marihuana if the person has or may have an 

illness, open lesion, including boils, sores, or infected wounds, or any other abnormal source 

of microbial contamination, until the condition is corrected. 

D.    Disposal of Waste. 

1.    Disposal of marihuana  shall be accomplished in a manner that prevents its acquisition 

by a person who may not lawfully possess it and otherwise in conformance with State law. 

2.    Litter and waste shall be properly removed and the operating systems for waste 

disposal are maintained in an adequate manner as approved by the City so that they do not 

constitute a source of contamination in areas where marihuana  is exposed. 

E.    Transport Driver. 

1.    A secure transporter shall comply with all of the following: 



 

32 
 

i.    Each driver transporting marihuana  must have a chauffeur’s license issued by the 

State. 

ii.    Each employee who has custody of marihuana  or money that is related to 

a marihuana  transaction shall not have been convicted of or released from 

incarceration for a felony under the laws of this State, any other state, or the United 

States within the past five years. 

iii.    Each vehicle shall always be operated with a two-person crew with at least one 

individual remaining with the vehicle during the transportation of marihuana . 

2.    A route plan and manifest shall be entered into the statewide monitoring system, and a 

copy shall be carried in the transporting vehicle and presented to a law enforcement office 

upon request. 

3.    The marihuana  shall be transported by one or more sealed containers and not be 

accessible while in transit. 

4.    A secure transporter vehicle shall not bear markings or other indication that it is carrying 

marihuana  or a marihuana-infused product. 

F.    Signage. 

1.    It shall be prohibited to display any signs that are inconsistent with local laws or 

regulations or State law. 

2.    It shall be prohibited to use advertising material that is misleading, deceptive, or false, 

or that is designed to appeal to minors or in violation of LARA regulations. 

3.    It shall be prohibited to use the symbol or image of a marihuana leaf in any exterior 

building signage. 

4.    No licensed marihuana  secure transporter shall place or maintain, or cause to be 

placed or maintained, an advertisement of marihuana  in any form or through any medium: 

i.    Within 1,000 feet of the real property comprising a public or private elementary, 

vocational, or secondary school; and 
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ii.    Within 100 feet of a public or private youth center, public swimming pool or a 

church or other structure in which religious services are conducted. 

G.    Licensing. 

1.    The state license and city permit required by this chapter shall be prominently displayed 

on the premises of a marihuana  secure transporter use. 

2.    Marihuana  secure transporter uses are permitted in the Cesar Chavez, Walton Blvd., 

and C-2 Downtown Adult-Use Marihuana Business Overlay Districts and in the C-1, C-2, C-

3, C-4, M-1 and M-2 zoning districts outside the Adult-Use Marihuana Business Overlay 

Districts. 

3.    Marihuana  secure transporters are not permitted within the same facility with other 

adult-use marihuana business uses. 

H. Site Design 

Any adult-use marihuana business seeking approval from the City of Pontiac shall comply with 

the following site design standards, even if the site is the location of an existing business.  These 

standards are for the public health, safety, aesthetics, and well-being of the business, patrons, 

and surrounding residential neighborhoods. 

1. Landscaping.  The applicant shall establish the required landscape buffer and required 

landscaping from Chapter 4 within any buffer between the proposed adult-use 

marihuana, including bufferyards adjacent or across the street from properties zoned R-

1, R-1a, R-1b, and R-2 where there are existing non-conformities. Existing buildings and 

utility boxes are exempt from this bufferyard and landscaping requirement. Where 

underground and overhead utility lines exist, appropriate landscaping shall be installed 

to not interfere with the public utility lines. 

2. Site Lighting.  An adult-use marihuana site shall meet all the required lighting standards 

of Chapter 5.  In addition, each site shall have a minimum lighting standard of 0.5 Foot-

candles Average Maintained: Measured at grade in all parking and loading areas and 

pedestrian pathways. Actual site measurement compliance shall not drop below a 
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minimum of 0.3 foot-candles at any one location. For design purposes, the light loss 

factor (LLF) shall be calculated at:  

a.   0.7 LLF for Incandescent, Metal Halide, and Mercury Vapor lamp sources. 

          b.   0.8 LLF for Fluorescent and Sodium lamp sources. 

          c.   0.9 LLF for Light Emitting Diode (LED) lamp sources. 

3. Window and Window Coverings. All windows facing a public street must be clear, 

transparent or translucent. Boarding, blacking out, or opaqueness of windows is not 

considered clear, transparent or translucent. 

2.558 Temporary Marihuana Event.  

“Temporary Marihuana Event” means a temporary license held by a Temporary Marihuana Event 

Organizer for an event where the onsite sale or consumption of marihuana products, or both, are 

authorized to permit individuals 21 years of age and older to consume marihuana products on the 

premises indicated on the state license during the dates indicated on the state license.  

A.    General Provisions. 

1.    Use or consumption of alcohol shall be prohibited on the premises of a Temporary 

Marihuana Event, and signs shall be posted at the Temporary Marihuana Event indicating 

that alcohol consumption is prohibited on the premises. 

2.    The premises or location of the Temporary Marihuana Event shall be open for 

inspection and/or investigation at any time by City investigators, including City Fire 

Department, Building Department or other law enforcement agencies.   If the inspection or 

investigations  indicate non-compliance with the City’s Municipal Code, Building Code, Fire 

Code and/or Zoning Code, then upon order from the City Building Official, City Code 

Enforcement or Fire Marshal the event shall be suspended until Temporary Marihuana 

Event Organizer brings the premises into compliance. 

3.    Temporary Marihuana Event shall maintain a log book and/or a database identifying by 

date the amount of marihuana on the premises and from which particular source.  
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B. Licensing. 

1.    The state license and city permit required by this chapter shall be prominently displayed 

on the premises of the Temporary Marihuana Event. 

2.    Temporary Marihuana Events are only permitted in the C-2 Downtown Adult-Use 

Marihuana Business Overlay District. 

3.    The hours of operation of a Temporary Marihuana Event shall be from 7:00 am to 10:00 

pm. 

4.   The Temporary Marihuana Event Organizer shall submit for approval a zoning 

application for a Temporary Marihuana Event which shall include permission from the 

property owner, and provide hours of operation, detailed narrative of the event, operational 

plan, security and safety plan and safety measures. 

5.   The Temporary Marihuana Event Organizer shall submit for approval a site plan 

identifying pedestrian and vehicular parking areas. 

2.559 Primary (Medical Marihuana) Caregiver or Caregiver.  

“Primary Caregiver” or “Caregiver” means a person who is at least 21 years old and who has 

agreed to assist with a Qualifying patient's medical use of marihuana and who has not been 

convicted of any felony within the past 10 years, has never been convicted of a felony involving 

illegal drugs or a felony that is an assaultive crime as defined in section 9a of chapter X of the 

code of criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 770.9a,  and holds a current and valid 

registration with the State of Michigan in accordance with the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act, 

Initiated Law 1 of 2008, MCL 333.26421 et seq. (“MMMA”), and any applicable City permit. A 

registered caregiver shall comply at all times complies with the MMMA, the rules promulgated 

thereunder, this ordinance, and applicable City ordinances. The term “Qualifying patient” means 

qualifying patient under the MMMA. 

A. General Provisions. 

1.    A registered primary caregiver, operating in compliance with the MMA, the rules 

promulgated thereunder, the requirements of this ordinance and applicable City ordinances, 

shall be permitted only in zoning districts IP-1 and MP-1 by special exception. The City 
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makes the following findings in support of its determination that the regulation of primary 

caregivers as permitted in zoning districts IP-1 and MP-1 by special exception is consistent 

with the purposes and intent of the MMMA: 

a. The MMMA's protections are limited to individuals suffering from serious or debilitating 

medical conditions or symptoms, to the extent that the individuals' marijuana use is 

carried out in compliance with the provisions of the MMMA, including the provisions 

related to the operations of registered primary caregivers. 

b. The MMMA's definition of "medical use" of marijuana includes the "transfer" of 

marijuana "to treat or alleviate a registered qualifying patient's debilitating medical 

condition or symptoms associated with the debilitating medical condition," but only if 

such "transfer" is performed by a registered primary caregiver who is connected with 

the same qualifying patient through the registration process established by the 

Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs, and who is otherwise operating in 

strict compliance with the MMMA and the MMMA General Rules. 

c. The MMMA provides that a registered primary caregiver may assist no more than five 

qualifying patients with their medical use of marijuana. 

d. By permitting the operations of registered primary caregivers by special exception in 

zoning districts IP-1 and MP-1, promotes the MMMA's purpose of ensuring that (i) a 

registered primary caregiver is not assisting more than five qualifying patients with 

their medical use of marijuana, and (ii) a registered primary caregiver does not 

unlawfully expand its operations beyond five qualifying patients, so as to become an 

illegal commercial grow operation. 

2.   Consumption, smoking, and inhalation of marihuana and/or alcohol shall be prohibited 

on the premises of a primary caregiver, and a sign shall be posted on the premises of each 

facility indicating that consumption is prohibited on the premises. 

3.    The premises shall be open for inspection and/or investigation at any time by City 

investigators during the stated hours of operation and at such other times as anyone is 

present on the premises. The premises shall be open for inspection and/or investigation at 

any time by the City Fire Department or Building Department. If the inspection or 

investigations  indicate non-compliance with the City’s Municipal Code, Building Code, Fire 
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Code and/or Zoning Code, then upon order from the City Building Official, City Code 

Enforcement or Fire Marshal the operations shall be suspended until property owner or 

operator brings the premises into compliance.  

4.    Acquisition, possession, cultivation, use, delivery or distribution of marijuana by the 

primary caregiver, shall be conducted indoors. A registered primary caregiver may keep and 

cultivate, in an "enclosed, locked facility" (as that term is defined by the MMMA), up to 12 

marijuana plants for each registered qualifying patient with whom the registered primary 

caregiver is connected through the registration process established by the Department of 

Licensing and Regulatory Affairs, and up to 12 additional marijuana plants for personal use, 

if the primary caregiver is also registered as a qualifying patient under the MMMA. 

5.    The primary caregiver shall maintain a log book and/or database identifying by date the 

amount of marihuana and the number of marihuana plants on the premises which shall not 

exceed the amount permitted under the MMMA. This log shall be available to law 

enforcement personnel to confirm that the primary caregiver does not have more marihuana 

than authorized at the location and shall not be used to disclose more information than is 

reasonably necessary to verify the lawful amount of marihuana at the facility. 

5.    The primary caregiver shall, at all times, comply with the MMMA and the rules and 

regulations of the Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs—Bureau of Marihuana 

Regulations (“LARA”), as amended from time to time. 

B.    Security. 

1.    The primary caregiver facility shall continuously monitor the entire premises on which it 

is operated with surveillance systems that include security cameras that operate 24 hours 

a day, seven days a week. The video recordings shall be maintained in a secure, off-site 

location for a period of 30 days, and must be coordinated with the Oakland County Sheriff’s 

Department. 

2.    Any usable marihuana remaining on the premises of a primary caregiver while the 

marihuana facility is not in operation shall be secured in a safe permanently affixed to the 

premises. 
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C.    Space Separation. 

1.    Unless permitted by the MMMA, public areas of the primary caregiver facility must be 

separated from restricted or nonpublic areas of the primary caregiver facility by permanent 

barrier. 

2.    Unless permitted by the MMMA, no marihuana Is permitted to be stored or displayed in 

an area accessible to the general public. 

D.    Nuisance Prohibited. 

1.    Primary caregiver facilities shall be free from Infestation by insects, rodents, birds, or 

vermin of any kind. 

2.    Primary caregiver facilities shall produce no products other than usable marihuana 

intended for human consumption. 

3.    No primary caregiver facility shall be operated in a manner creating noise, dust, 

vibration, glare, fumes, or odors detectable to normal senses beyond the boundaries of the 

property on which the marihuana  grower is operated. 

E.    Licensing. 

1.    The state license and city permit  required by this chapter shall be prominently displayed 

on the premises of a primary caregiver facility. 

2.    Primary caregiver uses are not permitted outside the IP-1 and MP-1 zoning districts. 

3.    Except for the primary caregiver, no other person shall deliver marijuana to the qualifying 

patient. 

F.    Disposal of Waste. 

1.    Disposal of marihuana shall be accomplished in a manner that prevents its acquisition 

by any person who may not lawfully possess it and otherwise in conformance with State 

law. 
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2.    Litter and waste shall be properly removed and the operating systems for waste 

disposal are maintained in an adequate manner as approved by the City so that they do not 

constitute a source of contamination in areas where marihuana is exposed. 

3.    That portion of the structure where the storage of any chemicals such as herbicides, 

pesticides, and fertilizers shall be subject to inspection and approval by the local Fire 

Department to ensure compliance with the Michigan Fire Protection Code. 

G.    Signage. 

1.    It shall be prohibited to display any signs that are inconsistent with State and local 

laws and regulations. 

2.    It shall be prohibited to use advertising material that is misleading, deceptive, or false, 

or that is designed to appeal to minors or in violation of LARA regulations. 

3.    It shall be prohibited to use the symbol or image of a marihuana leaf in any exterior 

building signage. 

4.    No registered primary caregiver shall place or maintain, or cause to be placed or 

maintained, an advertisement of marihuana in any form or through any medium: 

i.    Within 1,000 feet of the real property comprising a public or private elementary, 

vocational, or secondary school; and 

ii.    Within 100 feet of a public or private youth center, public swimming pool or a 

church or other structure in which religious services are conducted. 

I.    Building Design. 

1.    Floors, walls, and ceilings shall be constructed in such a manner that they may 

adequately be cleaned and kept clean and in good repair. 

2.    Any buildings, fixtures, and other facilities shall be maintained in a sanitary condition. 

3.    All necessary building, electrical, plumbing, and mechanical permits shall be obtained 

for any portion of the structure in which electrical wiring, lighting, and/or watering devices 

that support the cultivation, growing, or harvesting of marihuana are located. 
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J. Site Design 

Pimary caregivers seeking approval from the City shall comply with the following site design 

standards.  These standards are for the public health, safety, aesthetics, and well-being of the 

business, patrons, and surrounding residential neighborhoods. 

1. Landscaping.  The applicant shall establish the required landscape buffer and required 

landscaping from Chapter 4 within any buffer between the proposed adult-use 

marihuana, including bufferyards adjacent or across the street from properties zoned R-

1, R-1a, R-1b, and R-2 where there are existing non-conformities. Existing buildings and 

utility boxes are exempt from this bufferyard and landscaping requirement. Where 

underground and overhead utility lines exist, appropriate landscaping shall be installed 

to not interfere with the public utility lines. 

2. Window and Window Coverings. All windows facing a public street must be clear, 

transparent or translucent. Boarding, blacking out, or opaqueness of windows is not 

considered clear, transparent or translucent. 

 

Amend Article 3 Special Purpose – Zoning District is amended to add Chapter 12 Adult 
Use Marihuana Business Districts 

3.1201 Intent. 

The purpose of the Adult-Use Marihuana Business Overlay Districts is to provide for the 

placement of adult-use marihuana business establishments and related uses as authorized in 

accordance with the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of the Marihuana Act, Initiated Law 1 of 

2018, MCL 333.27951 et seq. (“MRTMA”) and the City’s Adult-Use Marihuana Business 

Ordinance, so as to protect the public health, safety, and welfare of residents of the City and  to 

minimize potential adverse impacts on adjacent property owners and neighborhoods. 

3.1202 Adult-Use Marihuana Business Overlay District Uses. 

Except as otherwise provided or restricted by this ordinance, the City’s Adult-Use Marihuana 

Business Ordinance and the regulations promulgated thereunder, the following adult-use 

marihuana business uses are authorized in the Adult-Use Marihuana Business Overlay Districts, 

provided the development also meets the design and building standards set forth in Section 

3.1212 and Article 2, Chapter 5, Development Standards for Specific Uses: 
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A. Retailer; 

B.    Social Equity Retailer; 

C.    Safety compliance facility; 

D.     Secure transporter; 

E.     Grower;  

F.     Processor; 

G.    Class A Marihuana Microbusiness; 

H.    Designated Consumption Establishment;  

  I.  Temporary Marihuana Event. 

3.1203 Adult-Use Marihuana Business Overlay District Permitted Accessory Uses. 

A.    Off-street parking, loading and unloading as required per Section 4.307; and 

B.    Any use that is not incidental to the permitted principal use. 

3.1204 Adult-Use Marihuana Business Overlay District Requiring Site Plan Review. 

All adult-use Marihuana business uses are subject to site plan review set forth in Section 6.202. 

3.1205 Licensing. 

All operators of adult-use marihuana businesses listed in Section 3.1202 must obtain State of 

Michigan license and applicable City of Pontiac permits, including not but limited to, adult-use 

marihuana businesses, building, and zoning. 

3.1206 Standards for Approval. 

For consideration of adult-use marihuana businesses uses by the Planning Commission, the 

Commission shall review each application for the purpose of determining that each adult-use 

marihuana business on its location will: 

A.    No impact surrounding residential neighborhoods.  
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B.    Provide easy access for persons with accessible parking. 

C.    Be adequately served by utilities with sufficient capacity. 

D.    Corridors and streets have the capacity to accommodate Adult-Use Marihuana Business 

Overlay District potential increases in traffic volumes. 

E.    Demonstrate a safe and secure environment and uphold the public welfare of the community. 

F.    Not add unintended or impromptu costs to City and municipal services. 

G.    Comply with Section 6.303, Standards for Approval. 

3.1207 Adult-Use Marihuana Business Overlay District Location Description. 

Adult-Use Marihuana Business Overlay District boundaries are established on the Adult-Use 

Marihuana Business Overlay District maps. These overlay districts are part of the City of Pontiac 

Zoning Map.  The Adult-Use Marihuana Business Overlay District maps may be a single sheet or 

composed of several map sheets and shall be kept on record in the City of Pontiac Clerk and 

Building Safety offices. 

The adult-use marihuana businesses uses permitted in the Adult-Use Marihuana 

Business Overlay District must meet the following requirements: 

A.    East Walton Overlay District (Overlay District 1). All properties along Walton Blvd. and 

streets north of Walton Blvd., but not including areas north of Collier Road between the west side 

of Telegraph Road to Fuller Street, including those contained within Overlay Map 1 for this Adult-

Use Marihuana Business Overlay District. 

1.    Not more than six (6) permits to operate a marihuana retailer shall be awarded in this 

Overlay District No. 1. See Overlay Map 1 for this Adult-Use Marihuana Business Overlay 

District. 

2.  Not more than two (2) permits to operate a social equity retailer shall be awarded in this 

Overlay District No. 1. See Overlay Map 1 for this Adult-Use Marihuana Business Overlay 

District. 
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B.    Cesar Chavez District (Overlay District 2). All properties along Cesar Chavez, starting 

from the Kennett Road Landfill and areas south to Cesar Chavez to W. Montcalm St. 

1.    Not more than six (6) licenses to operate a marihuana retailer shall be awarded in this 

Overlay District No. 2. See Overlay Map 2 for this Adult-Use Marihuana Business Overlay 

District. 

2.  Not more than two (2) permits to operate a social equity retailer shall be awarded in this 

Overlay District No. 2. See Overlay Map 2 for this Adult-Use Marihuana Business Overlay 

District. 

C.    C-2 Downtown Overlay District (Overlay District 3). All properties within C-2 Downtown 

District. Not more than six (6) permits to operate a marihuana retailer  and not more two (2) social 

equity retailers shall be awarded in this Overlay District No. 3. In addition, Designated 

Consumption Establishments shall be limited to C-2 Downtown Adult-Use Marihuana 

Business Overlay District, with three Designated Consumption Establishments permitted north of 

Huron Street and three Designated Consumption Establishments permitted south of Huron Street. 

    The overlay district is a regulatory tool to implement the establishment of adult-use marihuana 

businesses in the City of Pontiac. An overlay district is applied over one or more previously 

established zoning districts, establishing additional or stricter regulations, standards and criteria 

for adult-use marihuana business uses in addition to those of the underlying zoning district. 

3.1208 Buffer Distance Restrictions. 

A.    The proximity of the proposed adult-use marihuana businesses shall not be less than: 

1.   One thousand (1,000) feet from an operational public or private school; 

2.   Five hundred (500) feet from an operational commercial childcare organization (non-

home occupation) that is licensed and registered with the State of Michigan Department of 

Health and Human Services or its successor agency; 

3.   Five hundred (500) feet from a public park with playground equipment; 

4.   Except in the C-2 Downtown Overlay District (OVERLAY No. 3). All properties within C-

2 Downtown District, in all other overlay district, a proposed adult-use marihuana 
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businesses shall not be less than Five hundred (500) feet from a religious institution that is 

defined as tax exempted by the Oakland County Assessor; and 

B.    The parcel lot of the Adult-Use Marihuana establishment must meet the minimum buffer 

distance from Section 3.1208A of this Ordinance from the parcel lot of the school, childcare center, 

public park with playground equipment, or religious institution. Any point of that parcel lot that is 

closer than the minimum distance prescribed will be prohibited in that location. 

3.1209 Co-Location. 

A.    Consistent with the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of the Marihuana Act, Initiated Law 1 

of 2018, MCL 333.27951 et seq. (“MRTMA”) and rules promulgated by the Department, the City’s 

Adult-Use Marihuana Ordinance, and except as other provided in the zoning ordinance, any 

combination of growers, processors, marihuana retailers, social equity retailers, Class A 

microbusinesses and designated consumption lounges may operate as separate adult-use 

marihuana businesses at the same physical location. 

B.    Consistent with the MRTMA and rules promulgated by the Department, applicants for class 

C growers permits shall be allowed to receive multiple such permits and operate under each 

permit in a single facility. 

3.1210 Building Design, Area, Height, Bulk, and Placement. 

A.    Building and design improvements must comply with the underlying zoning requirements of 

Article 2, Chapter 4, Private Frontage Design Standards, and the specific uses development 

standards outlined in Article 2, Chapte 5. 

B.    If the provisions of the Adult-Use Marihuana Business Overlay District are silent on building 

and design requirements, the requirements of the underlying district shall apply. 

C.    If the building and design requirements of the Adult-Use Marihuana Business Overlay District 

conflict with the requirements of the underlying district, then the building and design requirements 

of the Adult-Use Marihuana Business Overlay District shall supersede the underlying district 

regulations. 

D.    Odor shall be managed through the installation of activated carbon filters on exhaust outlets 

to the building exterior from any rooms used for production, processing, testing, selling, research 

and warehousing. Negative air pressure shall be maintained within the rooms. 
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E.    An alternative odor control system may be approved by the Pontiac Building Official based 

on a report by a registered mechanical engineer licensed by the State of Michigan, demonstrating 

that the alternative system will control odor equally or better than the required activated carbon 

filtration system. 

F.    Generators must be installed to operate the air filter system in case of power outage or failure. 

G.    Any lighting device with intermittent fading, flashing, blinking, rotating or strobe light 

illumination is prohibited on any adult-use marihuana business building, structure or property 

located inside the Adult-Use Marihuana Business Overlay District or a adult-use marihuana 

business building, structure or property located outside the Adult-Use Marihuana 

Business Overlay Districts. 

H.    Luminous tube lighting (e.g., neon, rope lighting) shall not be used to outline or frame doors 

and/or windows. 

I.    Luminous tube and exposed bulb fluorescent lighting is prohibited as an architectural detail 

on all building/structures (e.g., along the roof line, eaves) and on all building facades. 

J.    Exterior site lighting must be installed in site parking areas, egress, and ingress areas. 

Lighting must be compliant with Article 4, Chapter5. 

K.    It shall be prohibited to display any signs that are inconsistent with State or local law, and 

Article 5. 

L.    It shall be prohibited to use the symbol or image of a marihuana leaf or the medical “green 

cross” symbol in any exterior building signage. 

M.    The following sign language is not permitted on any adult-use marihuana business building 

use: Marihuana, Marijuana, Cannabis, Ganja, Dope, Roach, Hash, Reefer or any other 

word/phrase with similar likeness. 

N.    Window signs that occupy not more than ten percent of the inside surface of the window area 

of each floor level of a business or building are permitted. 

 

https://www.codepublishing.com/MI/Pontiac/html/PontiacZO05/PontiacZO05.html
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3.1211 Review Authority and Establishment. 

A.    The Planning Commission shall be the special exception and site plan review authority for 

the permitted adult-use marihuana business uses in the Adult-Use Marihuana Business Overlay 

Districts. 

B.    Adult-use marihuana businesses uses must be in accordance with the Special Exception 

permit review standards contained in Article 6, Chapter 3. 

C.    A special exception permit for adult-use marihuana business uses requires public notice of 

500 feet from the proposed adult-use marihuana business. 

D.    All permitted adult-use marihuana businesses uses must be in accordance with the uses and 

development standards outlined in Article 2. 

E.    Within the Adult-Use Marihuana Business Overlay Districts all requirements of the underlying 

districts remain in effect, except where these regulations provide an alternative to such 

requirements. 

****** 

 

Amend Article 4 Chapter 2; Section 4.206,  Keeping of Household Animals or Pets. 

C. Permitted and Special Exception Uses. Refer to Table 2 Table 2.1 for permitted and special 
exception uses in the IP-1 district. 

Amend Article 4 Chapter 3; Section 4.303,  Minimum Parking Requirements 

B. Minimum Parking Required. The minimum number of off-street parking spaces shall be 
determined in accordance with the following Table 8. For the list of uses that are included in each 
category, refer to Table 2 Table 2.1 or the use definition categories in Article 7, Chapter 2. 

 

Article 7 – Definitions  -amend to Add Chapter 2 Definitions, and Chapter 3, General 
Definitions as follows:  

Article 7 – Chapter 2 Definitions 
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7.202 Commercial, Office and Service Uses. 

[Add] “Designated Consumption Establishment” means a licensed marihuana establishment 

authorized to permit individuals 21 years of age and older to consume marihuana products on the 

licensed commercial premises. 

[Add] “Class A Microbusiness” means a licensed and City-permitted marihuana establishment 

authorized to operate at a single location and cultivate not more than 300 mature marihuana 

plants; package marihuana; purchase marihuana concentrate and marihuana-infused products 

from licensed marihuana processors; sell or transfer marihuana and marihuana-infused products 

to individuals 21 years of age and older; and transfer marihuana to a safety compliance facility for 

testing in accordance with MRTMA and the City’s Adult-Use Marihuana Ordinance 

 [Add] “Marihuana Retailer” or “Social Equity Retailer” means a licensed and City-permitted 

marihuana establishment that purchases marihuana from a grower or processor and sells, 

supplies, or provides marihuana  to marihuana establishments and to individuals who are 21 

years of age or older  in accordance with  MRTMA and the City’s Adult-Use Marihuana Ordinance. 

[Amend]  “Safety compliance facility” means a marihuana-related business that receives 

marihuana from a Marihuana Retailer, Social Equity Retailer or Class A Microbusiness, tests it 

for contaminants and for tetrahydrocannabinol and other cannabinoids, returns the test results, 

and may return the marihuana to a Marihuana Retailer, Social Equity Retailer or Class A 

Microbusiness. 

[Amend]  “Secure transporter” means a marihuana-related business located in this State that 

stores marihuana and transports marihuana between adult-use marihuana businesses for a fee. 

A secure transporter shall comply at all times with the MRTMA and the rules promulgated 

thereunder. 

7.203 Industrial Uses. 

[Add] C-2 Downtown Adult-Use Marihuana Business Overlay District. See Map 3. 

[Add] Cesar Chavez Adult-Use Marihuana Business Overlay District. See Map 2. 

[Amend] Grower. A commercial entity that cultivates, dries, trims, or cures, and packages 

marihuana for sale to a processor, or provisioning center, or marihuana retailer. As used in this 

ordinance, grower shall include class A growers, class B growers, and class C growers, and as 
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further regulated by either MMFLA or MRTMA as to the number of plants that each class is 

authorized to grow in accordance with the grower’s state license and City permit. 

[Add] “Primary Caregiver” or “Caregiver”. Is a person who is at least 21 years old and who 

acquires, possesses, cultivates, uses, delivers or distributes marihuana to treat or alleviate a 

debilitating medical condition and has agreed to assist with a qualified patient's medical use of 

marihuana, who has not been convicted of any felony within the past 10 years, has never been 

convicted of a felony involving illegal drugs or a felony that is an assaultive crime as defined in 

section 9a of chapter X of the code of criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 770.9a,  and holds 

a current and valid registration with the State of Michigan in accordance with the Michigan Medical 

Marihuana Act, Initiated Law 1 of 2008, MCL 333.26421 et seq. (“MMMA”), and any applicable 

City permit.  

[Amend] K.    Processor. Commercial entity that purchases marihuana from a grower and that 

extracts resin from the marihuana  or creates a marihuana -infused product for sale and transfer 

in package form to a provisioning center, or marihuana retailer. 

 [Amend] Q.     Safety Compliance Facility. A commercial entity that receives marihuana from a 

medical marihuana facility, or registered primary caregiver, marihuana retailer, microbusiness, or 

microbusiness Class A, tests it for contaminants and for tetrahydrocannabinol and other 

cannabinoids, returns the test results, and may return the marihuana  to the 

medical marihuana facility, marihuana retailer or microbusiness Class A. 

[Amend] S.    Secure Transporter. A commercial entity located in this State that 

stores marihuana and transports marihuana  between medical marihuana  facilities for a fee, 

marihuana retailer, or microbusiness Class A. 

[Add] Walton Blvd. Adult-Use Marihuana Business Overlay District. See Map 1. 

Article 7 –  General Definitions, Chapter 3 

[Add] MRTMA.  The Michigan Regulation and Taxation of the Marihuana Act, Initiated Law 1 of 

2018, being Sections 333.27951 to 333.27967 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, and the 

administrative rules promulgated thereunder. 
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[Add] Marihuana Business. Are the following adult-use marihuana establishments, whether 

operated for profit or not for profit: (a)  grower and excess grower, (b)  safety compliance facility, (c)  

processor, (d)  retailer, (e)  social-equity retailer, (f) secure transporter, (g)  Class A microbusiness, 

(h) Designated Consumption Establishment, (i) marihuana event organizer or (j) temporary marihuana 

event.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

TO:  Planning Commission 

FROM:  Mark Yandrick, Planning Manager  

DATE:  January 23, 2022 
 
RE: Resolution 23-33, Consideration of Woodward Overlay District 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Executive Summary: 
At their January 17, 2023 meeting, City Council adopted Resolution 23-33.   This resolution requests the 
City Planning Commission consider within the proposed zoning amendments to the city zoning ordinance 
an Adult-Use Marihuana Business overlay district that includes those properties within the city located 
along Woodward avenue between Auburn rd./Orchard lake rd. & Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard 
South (“Woodward Gateway Overlay District #4”). 
 
A 15-day public hearing notice was posted on January 10, 2023, for the Adult Use Marihuana Zoning Text 
Amendment for the Wednesday, January 25, 2023 meeting.  A public hearing for a Zoning Map 
Amendment is required for an amendment to include the Woodward Gateway Overlay District in 
Planning Commission’s recommendation to City Council. 
 
This report provides a summary analysis of a potential Woodward Gateway Overlay District and a 
recommendation along with an outline for the Planning Commission’s options for consideration of the 
topic.   
 
Overview: 
The Adult-Use Marihuana Municipal Ordinance was first presented to City Council in November 2023.  
Subsequent readings were presented in City Council in December 2022 and January 2023.  These readings 
included permitting Adult-Use Marihuana Use in the three (3) overlay districts that were part of the 
Medical Marihuana Ordinance, that was first adopted in 2018.  These overlay districts include the Walton 
Boulevard Overlay District, Cesar E. Chavez Overlay District, and the C-2 Downtown Overlay District.   
 
Because a new overlay district was not being created or modified from the original readings, staff only 
advertised a public hearing for a Zoning Text Amendment for the January 25, 2023 Special Planning 
Commission on January 25, 2023.  While Planning Commission may consider the merits of the Woodward 
Overlay District, a public hearing with adequate 15-day public notice is required if there are strong 
considerations to incorporate the fourth overlay district into the Commission’s recommendation to City 
Council.  Planning Commission may still consider the proposed ordinance attached that does not contain 
the Woodward Gateway Overlay District. 
 
Planning Staff has provided the attached map to show the proposed boundary of the Woodward Gateway 
Overlay district that City Council is asking for consideration.   
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Medical Marihuana Overlay District (2019) 
For the City’s Medical Marihuana 2019 Ordinance, three (3) overlay districts were created to focus these 
land uses in these concentrated areas.  The Downtown Overlay District was identified as the center of the 
community that supports a mix of business, and residential uses at both a motorized vehicle and 
pedestrian scale.   The East Walton Boulevard and Cesar Chavez Overlay Districts were identified as two 
corridor districts where the medical marihuana use would not significantly impact or modify the corridor 
in a negative way, as it contains more Commercial Corridor (C-3), and Light Industrial (M-1) zoning 
districts than other areas of the City.   
 
The Medical Marihuana Ordinance also allowed five (5) at-large medical marihuana facilities in the City.  
Of those five, the following four (4) Medical Marihuana Business received conditionally approved 
provisioning centers along Woodward Avenue, although no currently has full site plan approval.   
 Owner   Address 
 Attitude Wellness, LLC 44821 Woodward 
 Pleasantrees,  45428 Woodward 
 HKM Group, LLC 50800 Woodward 
 Greenhouse Farms 51616 Woodward 
 
Adult Use Marihuana Ordinance (2023) 
For the Adult-Use Marihuana Ordinances, City Council focused on the same three (3) overlay districts.   
This legislation does not come with any at-large consideration.   This means that all Adult-Use Marihuana 
uses in this Zoning Text Amendment, must be located in the three (3) overlay districts, with the exception 
of Caregivers, which are proposed to only be permitted in the Industrial Park (IP-1) and Light 
Manufacturing (M-1) zoning districts.   Additionally, City Council’s resolution (23-33) requests Planning 
Commission consideration of a fourth 
 
City Development 
As a note of reference, the City was in fiscal emergency for several years approximately 12 years ago.  
With that, staff and many development-related staff and programs were cut or outsourced to get the City 
back in financial alignment.  With a new Community Development Director and four (4) new managers in 
2023, the City is creating new strategies and building the department back to capacity.  This will lead to 
more proactive approaches to master planning strategies, economic development programs, and 
transformative policies that have been lacking for many years in the City.   
 
Woodward Gateway Corridor  
The Woodward Avenue Corridor is one of the leading gateways into the City.  This gateway is an 
extension of the M-1 highway from Detroit to Pontiac and efficiently brings visitors into the City and 
Downtown Pontiac.   This corridor is a main gateway to Downtown Pontiac and according to the most 
recent Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG) data, this stretch records an average daily 
traffic count of approximately 11,000 vehicles per day.    
 
The M-1 Concourse, on the northwest corner of South Boulevard and Woodward Avenue, is considered a 
staple of the corridor.  The 76-acre property hosts entertainment events throughout the year and attracts 
visitors to the site.  Aside from M-1, the Trinity Health Oakland Hospital Campus has a prominent hospital 
near Martin Luther King Boulevard.   The other uses include various Commercial Corridor (C-3), and Light 
Industrial (M-1) zoned properties where storage facilities, light industrial businesses, and a handful of 
retail, restaurants, and gas stations on the property exist on the corridor. 
 
The importance of this corridor is that it brings drivers and visitors to Downtown Pontiac.   The approved 
Medical Marihuana and the proposed Adult-Use Marihuana ordinances’ intent is to be a redevelopment 



strategy for Downtown Pontiac and the two other overlay district corridors.  Staff has concerns that 
allowing Adult Use Marihuana on Woodward Avenue would allow visitors from the south, southeast, and 
southwest points of the City to be able to purchase from a business on the Woodward Gateway Corridor, 
stopping them from entering Downtown Pontiac. 
 
While the City is looking to promote Adult-Use Marihuana in the City, staff’s review is that the location of 
Adult-Use Marihuana establishments in this corridor may create a cluster of Marihuana businesses 
because it is a small corridor of properties.  The staff’s goal is to make Pontiac economically viable for a 
diversity of land uses, not just from one industry or land use.   
 
Looking further at the current configuration of the corridor, there are some building facades and 
properties that are showing age, disrepair and lack of upkeep to modern development.  This can be partly 
attributed due to the lack of effective planning and economic development strategies over the last 12 
years.  Current Community Development managers have identified this as an area for future revitalization 
strategies.  This corridor is a key gateway to the City.   Woodward Avenue is a wide road that can handle 
much higher traffic volumes.   Having a cluster of Adult-Use Marihuana businesses on this corridor may 
limit what design, land use, and placemaking strategies occur on this gateway in the future.  Would more 
family-friendly businesses wish to locate on this corridor if it was surrounded by Adult-Use Marihuana 
businesses?  While the addition of Adult-Use Marihuana in the City is an intended as a strategy with the 
proposed legislation, staff does not want to restrict future corridor growth opportunities from Adult-Use 
Marihuana businesses on this corridor.   
 
Recommendation: 
Based on the evidence outlined in the analysis, Woodward Avenue is a prominent gateway to the 
community, and the desire to increase the number of visitors to Downtown Pontiac, staff does not 
support a Woodward Gateway Overlay District at this time. 
 
If Planning Commission would like to consider the Woodward Gateway Overlay District further, a public 
hearing must be advertised and scheduled before a recommendation can be made to City Council.    
 
Planning Commission may still consider a recommendation of the proposed Ordinance as presented in 
the packet that include permissions only the three (3) overlay districts. 
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